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our values – 
the moral fibre which 
guides our culture
CONSTANT LEARNING
MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITY
COMPASSION
SENSE OF POSSIBILITY

WHAT’S INSIDE 
LE NOTIZIE DI TREVOR . GRADE 3/4

GRADE 5/6.BSPS NOTICES.       

COMMUNITY NOTICES

ASSEMBLIES
FRI DECEMBER 22 Final Assembly 
Grade 6 - 1:00pm

CALENDAR DATES
DECEMBER
MON 18 - Reports to go home

TUES 19 - Whole School Transition

TUES 19 - Big Day Out - Grade 6

TUES 19 - Foundation End of Year Celebra-
tion

WED 20 - Grade 5/6 Mini Fete

WED 20 - School Council Annual Reporting 
Meeting

WED 20 - BSPS Farewell Picnic

FRI 22 - Ciao Down Friday

FRI 22 - Last day of Term 4 - 1:30pm finish

TERM
FOUR

15 december 2017, issue 19

OSHC Monique Dawson 
Policies Marg Weymouth
Community Partnerships Monique Dawson
Members Sara Rossen, Sarah Moon
DET Marg Weymouth, Trevor Strolla

President Gabrielle Marchetti
Vice President Monique Dawson
Treasurer Jeremy Schreurs
Community Gabrielle Marchetti
Building and Grounds Geoff Cope

SCHOOL COUNCIL

JANUARY 
MON  29 - Staff are back

TUES 30 - Curriculum Day (Student free)

WED 31 - Grade 1-6 students first day of 
Term 1

FEBRUARY
MON 5 - Foundation students first day of 
Term 1

GRADE 6 GRADUATING CLASS OF 2017



What a year! Actually, what a 
FANTASTIC year it’s been (and a busy 

one!) 

This year we’ve seen lots of changes and 
along the way we’ve managed to always 
keep our attention on the most important 
thing in our school… our kids! Our next 
challenge is to make 2018 EVEN BETTER!

The end of the year usually brings 
about some changes and this year 
is no exception. We are sadly saying 
farewell to a few faces at BSPS. 
Louise, Elena and Rouada are saying 
goodbye to pursue other exciting 
endeavours and adventures, although 
Rouada is still part of the furniture 
and will be carrying on her art classes 
into next year and beyond. Andrea 
has successfully secured a position at 
Gladstone Park Secondary College and 
Tim will be teaching Year 6 next year 
at Pascoe Vale South Primary School. 
We wish Louise, Elena, Rouada, Tim 
and Andrea all the best for what lies 
ahead and thank them for all they have 
contributed to BSPS!
Michelle and Belinda are taking 
leave in 2018. Michelle will be getting 
married and moving overseas for a 
year. Congratulations to Michelle and 
Suresh and wishing you happiness in 
your future together. Belinda may be 
back with us as a CRT during the year.
On Monday 18th December we will 
be having a morning tea to officially 
thank our hard working volunteers. 
Our school runs so smoothly with the 
support of the community and we owe 
thanks to all of you for coordinating, 
organising and supporting in the 
classroom, the school yard and the 
many exciting events that we run for 

LE NOTIZIE DI TREVOR our community! Please join us in the 
staff room at 9am on Monday morning.
A huge thank you to our 2017 Class 
Carers, Kirstin, Jane, Xochitl and 
Luke. Thank you for keeping the 
parents informed and up to date with 
all that’s happening in the learning 
areas. Your role in the communication 
between the school and home is 
extremely important and we appreciate 
you all for volunteering your time. I’d 
also like to officially thank our 2017 
School Council members (Gabrielle, 
Monique, Geoff, Jeremy, Sarah, 
Sara, Ivana, Marg and Mary). They 
play a vital part in the running of our 
school and provide our leadership team 
with a tremendous amount of support. 
Their leadership this year has been 
particularly valued as we’ve moved 
through times of some uncertainty.
To launch our focus on Teaching and 
Learning in 2018, this week Marg, 
Sarah, Ivana and I met with our Year 
Level Leaders. This work focused 
on further building their leadership 
capacity and ensure that we use all our 
available data from this year to hit the 
ground running next year! I am very 
excited to be working with Steffie, Toby, 
Aydan and Bethany as a new addition 
to our leadership team.
Temporary fencing is slowly becoming 
part of the architecture here at BSPS 
and, although it adds an interesting 
dimension to our landscape, I’ll be 
pretty happy once it’s all gone. About 
fifteen minutes ago I received some 
plans for our new bike shed from the 
department and, while it’s nothing too 
flash, it will certainly serve a purpose 
next year. We’ve been very fortunate 
that the school hasn’t had to pay for 
any of this work.



Some resources have been put aside 
to improve our student and staff 
learning areas. Air conditioning 
will be installed in the 3/4 area over 
the break, as well as the staff room. 
We are also giving our teachers a 
collaborative space to plan and meet 
with some renovations to our staffroom 
and resource room - a 21st century 
space to plan 21st century learning!
It seems like only yesterday we were 
welcoming our new Foundation students 
and their families into our community. 
Here we are now transitioning them into 
grade one. We are also transitioning our 
Year 6 students who are about to step 
off into their next stage of their life. It’s 
crucial that we stop and acknowledge 
their achievements, not only for this 
year, but over the last seven years of 
their primary school education. Our 5/6 
teachers, the principal team and the 
whole staff at BSPS are exceptionally 
proud of the way in which the students 
have conducted themselves and we 
know that they are prepared to take on 
the challenges that lie ahead.
As we say goodbye to some of our 
families, we wish each and every one of 
you the best for your future and extend 
a warm ‘welcome’ all our new families 
and staff for 2018.
Don’t forget – Wednesday 20th 
December is our Farewell Picnic. 
It’s our last official fundraiser for the 
year, but more importantly a chance to 
catch up and say ‘Thank you’ for all the 
contributions throughout the year.
I’ll see you at 1pm next Friday 22nd 
December for our final assembly for 
2017!

Trevor

buIldInG and GroundS 
Sub-coMMIttee

The B&G Sub-committee enjoyed a productive 
year, with a range of actions completed. A 
huge thank you to everyone that contributed 
whatever they were able. This ranged from 
terrific feedback and ideas for things to do, 
all the way through the to the volunteers 
that pushed wheelbarrows, shovelled gravel, 
painted chairs, tidied garden beds, and toiled 
in the hot summer sun.  we couldn’t achieve 
any of this without everyones help – Thank you

Our 2018 Action Plan has been endorsed 
by the School Council, please have a look 
and keep an ear out for opportunities to get 
involved.  

Merry christmas – atalanti; Michael; elke; 
trevor; & Geoff

2018 actIon Plan

tactical action Stream – To be supported by 
working bees involving volunteering parents / 
career / friends

 � Reconstruct a sandpit.

 � Restore and maintain planter boxes 
throughout the school with compost and 
mulch sustainable plantings.

 � Revive and maintain garden beds with 
effective edging, tan bark, and sustainable 
planting.

 � Periodic general clean-up of rubble, any 
excess disused materials, and general 
rubbish.

 � Create a collection of incidental play 
items along with supporting storage and 
maintenance systems.

 � Perform a ‘Building Maintenance Audit’

 � Other 

BSPS NOTICES 



Major Work Planning Stream 

 � Develop a plan to optimise play equipment in 
the school yard

 � Lead the development of a plan to renovate 
the drainage of the foundation / 1 / 2 play 
area.

 � Lead a project to overhaul and improve 
the toilet facilities throughout the school 
environment

 � Lead a plan to utilise the parkland area 
adjacent on the southside of the school 
boundary.

 � Develop a plan to enhance the northern 
boundary fence between the main gate end 
the (new) staff carpark.

Action Plan Principles

 �  Tactical Action stream items will take 
precedence over the Major Work Planning.

 � All communications from the B&G Committee 
will be ONLY published by the school 
newsletter.

 � All plans developed for the five Major Work 
Planning Stream will be advertised for 
comment and the general information of 
the school community.  This will include 
a minimum a 10 school day period with 
promotion of the advertising to have been in 
the preceding 2 school newsletters.

 � The B&G Committee remains open to 
suggestions and ideas from members of the 
school community, reserving the right to not 
adopt in part or full, any input provided

SCHOOL PHOTOS 2018
• tuesday 13 February - Group photos & Prep 

photos

• Wednesday 14 February - Portrait Photos

• thursday 15 February - Sibling Photos and any 
who missed out due to absence

2018 TERM 1 START DATES
• Monday 29 January 2018 - staff are back

• Tuesday 30 January – Curriculum Day (student 
free) 

• Wednesday 31 January - Grade 1-6 students 
first day of Term 1

• Monday 5 February - Foundation students first 

PolIcy Sub-coMMIttee
We are a small group but we have definitely 
worked hard this year to write and draft a 
number of policies for Brunswick South. Here 
are just a few.

 � Advertising and Sponsorship

 � Community Code of Conduct 

 � Internet and Digital Technologies Policy, 
Acceptable Use Agreements

 � In draft- Health Policy and Immunisation 
Policy

I would like to formally thank Natalie 
Scherus, Madeleine Atkins, Petra Stock 
and ML Huppatz for volunteering their time to 
be a part of this very resourceful and dynamic 
subcommittee. In 2018, we would love to have 
more members join the team. If you would to 
be involved let me know. 

Marg

conGratulatIonS 
learnInG leGendS!
terM 4 - Week 9

 � Foundation - Amelie & Axel
 � Grade 1/2 - Caitlin, Bryn & Flynn
 � Grade 3/4 - Ayla, Charlie & Gioele
 �  Grade 5/6 - Huon & Marley

Dear parents/carers,

With the SteM program starting up in 2018, and 
wrapping season around the corner, could I please 
put in a request for interesting construction items 
for design challenges in Term 1? These include, 
tubing from wrapping paper, paper towel inserts, 
orange net bags and anything else that might 
trigger ideas for design projects. These can be 
dropped into the kitchen at the start of the year. 
Please note, the school guidelines in relation to 
food allergies (wheat, egg, nut, etc).

Elke



streak are encouraged to have a chat with Monique 
Dawson or any of the subcommittee members. Your 
ideas and skills are much sought after! If you’re not 
sure who to approach, please ask Trevor or Marg.

Policy subcommittee

SC ratified the Internet & Digital Technologies 
Policy, as recommended by the Policy 
subcommittee. The Policy is supported by the 
Internet & Digital Technologies Acceptable Use 
Agreement (there is one Agreement for Foundation 
– Grade 2 and another Agreement for Grades 3-6). 

Finance subcommittee

The subcommittee approved a draft budget for 
2018. This allows for, among other things, a new 
server for the school, new air conditioners and new 
furniture for classrooms, the staffroom and the 
resources room. 

Principal’s Report

We looked at our indicative enrolments for next 
year and discussed the staffing arrangements and 
selection currently in place. The feedback about 
STEM being a fourth specialist area has been 
positively received. We discussed this in alignment 
with some changes to the leadership structure in 
the school as mentioned in the last newsletter. We 
are waiting on the final report from the review. 
This will come early next year. The reviewers will 
present to staff and school council in Term 1.

SC approved the following student free days in 
2018. 

 � Monday, 16 April 2018
 � Monday, 16 July 2018

 � Monday, 6 November 2018

We hope to see many of you at next Wednesday’s 
annual report back session and/or at the end of 
year picnic. 

We wish everyone a happy and safe holiday 
season ahead, 

Gabrielle Marchetti and of all the SC

BSPS SCHOOL

COUNCIL REPORT 

BSPS School Council Report: Meeting on 
Tuesday, 12 December 2017

Each of the subcommittee convenors reported back 
to SC on the recent activities of the subcommittees.  

Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) 
subcommittee

A subcommittee meeting was held on 9 October, 
with representatives from Camp Australia and OSHC 
staff. Lengthy discussion was had about topics 
including accreditation, communication, monitoring, 
staff ratios, staffing continuity, programming, food 
and fees (which are not changing for the next 12 
months).

The subcommittee and the SC wish to thank 
Rouada Elhajja and all the OSHC staff for the 
tremendous amount of time and effort that went 
into preparing for the audit. We are very grateful to 
you.

We take this opportunity to remind all parents and 
carers that our contract with Camp Australia (CA) 
is for 12 months. We will conduct a review of CA’s 
performance before the expiry of that 12-month 
period. Please get involved with the subcommittee 
and the review process next year.

Buildings and Grounds subcommittee

This subcommittee met on 28 November to discuss 
the following topics: progress on the West Wall 
Garden Development, the South Side Gate, working 
bees, staff car-park and driveway and the re-
building of the bike shed. 

An Action Plan for 2018 was proposed and accepted 
by SC. 

The SC also voted in favour of proceeding with the 
West Wall Garden Development in stages, subject 
to the availability of funds. 

Community partnerships subcommittee

This subcommittee held a workshop on 26 
November to discuss the Winter Solstice festival 
for 2018. All parents and carers with a creative 
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TREVOR’S BLOG

YEARS 3/4

FOUNDATION

YEARS 5/6
PE NEWS

PERFORMING ARTS

In Italian literacy we have been displaying 
kindness and gratitude writing a ‘Happy 
holiday’ card to our classmates and teachers. 

We reflected on the best moments of the 
school year and thanked our classmates for 
sharing fun times with us.

How do you say ‘Happy holidays’ in Italian? 
Buone vacanze!

buone VacanZe 
a tutttI!

Last week our Grade 6 Graduation was held 
at Moonee Valley Race Club.  

It was an amazing night filled with 
speeches, singing, presentations and an 
awesome disco! The student’s fabulous 
speeches were about their subjects, 
memories, highlights, friendships and 
sports. 

Following this, was the year 6 Vox Pop and 
the traditional baby photo slideshow, which 
was a highlight for many.

We would like to further congratulate the 
Grade 6 Graduating Class of 2017! All the 
best in the next chapter of your schooling. 

We would like to also thank Mary, Des, 
Sanae, Sarah B, Nancy, Kate, Cinzia, Kitty, 
Felix parents, carers, families, friends and 
staff for their assistance in making the night 
a memorable one!
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FUNDRAISING FOR YOUR 
SCHOOL  

Like us on facebook and 

instagram

Tell us what times you like to 

exercise!

Tell us what type of exercise 

you enjoy!

Book into a session and trial 

us out

Encourage your friends to join 

you at a session (its easier 

with a mate!)

Post about us in your 

facebook school and local 

community groups

WW.B2SF.COM.AU

B2S Fitness is a unique fitness 

program that enables parents to 

fundraise for their school while 

spending active time with their 

kids,  getting to know their 

community and getting fit. 

 Sessions are run at the school, 

by qualified Personal Trainers, at 

times tailored to meet the needs 

of busy parents and 10% of fees 

go straight back to the school 

fundraising account, adding 

average of over $2000 a year to 

the bottom line!

How can I get involved?

Try us out  at a Trial Week!

COMMUNITY NOTICES 


