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LE NOTIZIE 

DI TREVOR
                                         

Our community 
is once again united 

and, after months of 
communicating through the school 

gates and over screens, it was a 
pleasure to be able to interact in 
person – even if only for a short time 
at the end of the day!
Similar to the reunions of family and friends over 
the past few weeks, we opened the gates on 
Monday to excited families eager to step back into 
the school grounds and the delighted squeals of 
the kids as they came out of their learning areas. 
The chance to catch up and have a quick chat at 
the end of the day goes a long way to building 
connected communities and it’s something we’ve 
been missing for a long time now.

As we communicated last week, we will keep the 
morning drop off as is for the remainder of the 
year. 

STAFFING UPDATE
There are always a few changes to staffing at 
the end of each year and the time we’ve spent 
in relative isolation this year has been a catalyst 
for some to make changes to their personal or 
professional lives.

Aydan de Graaf has decided to take some leave 
in 2021 and do some travelling around Australia 
– while Aydan will be missed, we are holding 
him to the promise of returning to BSPS in 2022. 
Congratulations to Bethany Tonkin who has been 
appointed to Docklands Primary School for 2021. 
Docklands PS is a brand new school and we are 
overjoyed that Bethany will have the opportunity 
to build a school community from the ‘ground up’. 
Kate Page has decided on a real tree change with 
a move north and will be teaching at Katherine 
South Primary School in the Northern Territory. 
Virginia Casarin and Belinda Colosimo-Minniti 
will be moving on from BSPS next year and are 
both keen to undertake some casual teaching and 
build experiences at other schools. This means we 
might be lucky enough to see them back here filling 
in when needed.

We also welcome some new staff to BSPS for 2021. 
Jack Bunting and Iman Taulla-Samra are joining 
the 1/2 and 3/4 learning areas respectively. Both 
Jack and Iman have been doing casual work at 

BSPS since the beginning of term and are looking 
forward to the opportunity to become part of our 
school community next year. We will also welcome 
Toby Mestitz back from leave in 2021 and are due 
to welcome Michelle Kumar back from Term 3. 

REPORTS
End of semester reports are due out by the end 
of next week and this round of reports looks very 
similar to the report you received for your child 
earlier this year. The interruption to learning 
this year has been very real and extended for 
longer than we anticipated. We know that growth 
occurred at different rates for different children 
and the impact of Remote Learning for some kids 
has meant progress has slowed or stalled. The 
evidence teachers had this year for reports was not 
as thorough as it usually is and the focus this term 
has been to catch up as many as possible in such a 
short time frame.

We ask you to have this at the top of your mind 
when looking through your child’s report. You 
might see some ticks that aren’t quite where we’d 
like them to be or some growth that has stalled. 
A report is a snapshot of a ‘moment in time’ 
and based on the evidence we have available. It 
also represents a very small part of your child’s 
achievements and will not measure all the skills and 
strengths your child has developed this year. At the 
forefront in 2022 we will provide every opportunity 
for all kids to catch up, make growth and accelerate 
their learning as much as they possibly can. It will 
be a team effort and we all need to work together 
to make this happen!

TRANSITION          
With restrictions easing, we are no longer required 
to minimise movement between cohorts of 
students. This means that on Tuesday 8 December, 
students will spend part of the morning in their new 
learning areas for 2021 with their new teachers. We 
will also welcome all our new Foundation students 
on the same day for an extra session to welcome 
them to BSPS.

The final fortnight of 2020 is upon us. As we wrap 
up an interesting year,  take the time to draw 
on compassion for ourselves and each other. 
We’ve all been extended beyond our limits this 
year and the next fortnight should be a time of 
acknowledgement, celebration and gratitude for 
how well we have worked together as a community. 

Buon weekend!
Trevor.
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     BSPS SCHOOL COUNCIL 

 � President James Henry 

 � Vice President Madeleine Aikenhead 

 � Treasurer Dan Ziffer 

 � Parent Members Vicky Wilson

 � Community Members John Hajek, James Henry 

 � DET Trevor Strolla, Marg Weymouth, Ivana D’Aprano  

SUB COMMITTEES 

 � Building and Grounds James Henry 

 � Policies Marg Weymouth 

 � Community and Fundraising Jean-Pierre Masclef 

 � Bilingual John Hajek 

 � OSHC Vicky Wilson

Hello Families

The School Council held the last meeting for the 
year last Tuesday 24 November. A majority of 
meetings this year have been held on Zoom. It is 
fair to say there were a lot of tired faces last week 
and a general desire to be meeting in a “room”, 
rather than on a “platform”. I think weariness from 
the year is a feeling shared by most families.

I imagine there are also members of our school 
who have experienced more significant loss through 
this period. Although we are close to eradication 
of COVID (for the time being at least) in Victoria 
and this is remarkable achievement, there have 
been 820 lives lost and economic pain.  If you have 
been personally impacted through loss of friend 
or family or have suffered the loss or reduction in 
employment, you are in our thoughts. 

As we emerge from this time, I thought we should 
try and focus on some positive aspects of our 
current situation- 

1. It is great to see kids coming through gates 
again. Trevor, Marg and Sarah described at our 
meeting how lovely it was to be teaching face-to-
face again. Teachers have been working closely 
to ease kids back socially and to identify where 
additional learning support is required.

2. Our Grade 6’s will shortly head off into the 
sunset to commence the next phase of their 
educational careers. These kids missed out on a 
Camp this year, but will receive a proper farewell 
to mark their time at BSPS. On behalf of School 
Council we wish them the best of luck.

3. Moreland Council is undertaking landscaping and 
revegetation works to the parkland to the South of 
the school. This includes a new pathway, mulching 
and planting to the swale and along the fence 
line.  If you are passing any of these plants please 
give them a drink – this goes for plants and trees 
around the school yard too. We have also continued 
engaging with Moreland council to progress the 

development of a shared playground in the linear 
park and have invited incoming councillors to come 
to our school to discuss further.

4. The Victorian Government announced through 
the budget huge expenditure for new building 
and upgrades as part of an economic stimulus 
initiative. BSPS provided a submission to the VSBA 
for funding to upgrade our school grounds. We 
are still awaiting a final response, but it seems we 
haven’t been successful through this process. We 
will engage with the Department and utilise existing 
cash reserves to undertake upgrades for the new 
year. Council has progressed a Masterplan for the 
school that will assist in guiding the future direction 
for the school grounds.

5. And at a global level, the change in the 
leadership of the United States will hopefully 
provide a direction and action on Climate Change. It 
is important that action is taken at a International, 
National and Local level. We are always looking for 
ways to engage in these sustainability challenges 
through both education and operational initiatives. 
This will be a focus for the Council in the coming 
year and we encourage participation in creating 
change for the school.

Lastly, we feel lucky to have a committed 
principal and staff at this time who have been 
communicating information as it comes to hand 
and thinking deeply about the impacts decisions 
have on our community and generally displaying 
resilience through a difficult time. Hopefully 
everyone can take some time over Summer to 
enjoy family, reflect on what we have all been 
through and heal from this punishing year. 

We look forward to coming back renewed in 
2021 and ready to get active within the school. If 
you are keen to be involved in a sub-committee 
(Building and Grounds, Finance, Fundraising, 
Policy or our Bilingual Program or have any other 
queries , please get in touch with School Council 
via brunswick.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
or my email address directly via james.henry@
education,vic.gov.au

As always, stay safe and stay connected.

Best Wishes 

James Henry

School Council President



This term we have been reading a class novel in 
italian it has been super fun!

The book is called: Il mistero alle olimpiadi 
dell’Aqua. In the book there are 5 main characters: 
Camilla, Nico, Guglielmo, Viola and Viola’s evil 
coach. We have been doing comprehension 
activities for example vero o falso and solving word 
puzzles to find out what will happen next in the 
book. My favorite one is when Nico and Guglielmo 
‘s water polo team loses a game so Camilla takes 
them to a fast food place, and then we have to 
figure out who spent the most money and who 
spent the least money and what they ate!

By Hannah Carton

YEARS 3/4

This term in performing arts we have been watching 
the BSPS GOT TALENT show. During home learning 
we all recorded videos of us showing off a talent we 
have, for example dancing, singing, magic tricks or 
anything you usually like to do.Then we would send 
our video to the teacher (Giuliana). Giuliana put all 
the videos from the students of BSPS together, to 
create a talent show. This term, each week we go 
to performing arts and play games and do activities 
to practice miming. 

We then watch 10 minutes of the performing arts. 
Currently we also have been playing a game called 
IL BUS. We put 9 chairs on the floor and one at the 
front.Then Giuliana picks 10 people to line up. The 
first person in line would be the bus driver and they 
would walk in as a character, for example a very 
happy person.Then the next person comes in. They 
would do another character, for example someone 
on the phone ordering Pizza. The bus driver would 
have to copy that and also be ordering Pizza. Then 
the next person might be someone very shy, so the 
other two people would have to copy and so on. It 
is really fun.

Nuna



Whilst the Year 6 students are getting ready for 
graduation, the Year 5s have been working on a 
Design project this term. 

After having learnt about ‘Market Research’ and the 
importance of drafting their ideas, they were ready 
to create their prototypes. All groups have been 
using recycled materials to design a product (for 
example a toy or a game) taking into consideration 
a specific audience; some of their creations include 
a Barbapapa-themed money box and pencil holder, 
a foldable golf course for disable children and a 
recyclable phone holder. 

Next, they will name their products before drafting 
and publishing advertisements, drawing from the 
skills they have learnt in the Scrittura unit on 
‘Pubblicita’ (advertisement). 

YEARS 5/6
YEARS 5/6

In Italian literacy, the 5/6 students started ‘In 
viaggio per l’Italia’ unit, a journey that will enable 
them to explore the culturally rich regions of Italy.

To start off, they familiarised themselves with the 
geography of the peninsula to discover the names 
of the 20 regions and their capital cities; the 
students asked each other questions in Italian such 
as ‘qual e’ il capoluogo della regione Lombardia?’ to 
fill in the missing names on the maps. 

They also found out that Italy can be divided into 
3/4  main areas: Nord, Centro and Sud + Isole. 
Stay tuned for the rest of the journey!



When the hot weather drives us inside we have lots 
of fun with our new vault. Students amaze me with 
their spring, leg strength and upper body strength.

Thanks to another Sporting Schools grant there is 
some more gymnastics equipment due to arrive 
later this term or early next year. It provides a very 
different experience from team games and ball 
handling, and often allows students who are less 
confident in competitive activities to really shine.

PEPE  

PERFORMING ARTS

PERFORMING ARTS

In the last two weeks the senior students have 
been involved in exploring elements of drama 
through various drama games. 

Within their group, students focused on using their 
body to add to a group representation of an object 
given, in only 30 seconds. 

They created objects such as a pen and paper, a 
lap top, a pizza and a Ferrari. They also played 
L’autobus. An improvisation game focusing on 
character, voice, movement, tension and most 
importantly team work. 

It’s been fabulous to see students keen to 
participate and become more confident each week. 
Bravi a tutti! 



ARTART  

PAUL KLEE 
INSPIRED
PUPPETS



STEMSTEM  
The grade 5/6 students were very exited to have 
the opportunity to create digital special effects 
using green screens (chroma key).  They created 
little scenes using movie-themed puppets and 
filmed them in front of miniature greens screens.  
They then super-imposed a selected background 
image over the green screen backdrop using the 
iMovie app on their iPads.  The students will also 
have the opportunity to create effects such as 
‘levitation’, ‘invisibility cloaks’ and ‘flying’ with 
the help of a life-sized green screen. Our resident 
skeleton, Clive, has even come out to star in a few 
of these film clips!  

STEM 3/4 

In stem we have been learning about coding. We 
have been using an app called Scratch, which is 
really fun. On Scratch you can make animations 
and play games, and my favourite part is makey 
makey. On makey makey mode, you connect cords 
and you touch an object and it makes a sound or 
something moves. The electricity runs through you 
but it doesn’t electrocute you and it’s really fun and 
cool. 

By Raven 



COMMUNITY NOTICES 

TEAMKIDS.COM.AU  1300 035 000

OU
ARE
INVITED!

21 MONDAY 22 TUESDAY 23 WEDNESDAY 24 THURSDAY 25 FRIDAY

CLOSED PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY

LUAU PARTY AND 
PERFECT PINEAPPLE

BEAT THE HEAT! AND 
INVISIBLE INK GAMES

FESTIVE 
WONDERLAND AND 
FESTIVE POM POM

Aloha & welcome! TeamKids 
is throwing a Luau Party & 
we can’t wait for you to join 
us. We’ll make a splash while 
we play the Lei Toss game, 
Tourist Race & make rad Sea 
Turtle Craft to take home.

As the weather warms up 
outside, TeamKids is here 
to help you Beat the Heat! 
We’ll have a splashing time 
with Water Balloon Spoon 
Races & Paper Sea Creature 
Monsters. *Towel & change 
of clothes required.

‘Tis?the season for a 
Festive Wonderland at 
TeamKids!?Today, we’ll get 
to celebrate the silly season 
with all our friends as we 
play Elf Express, Cheerful 
Charades & weave fuzzy 
Yarn Giving Trees.

Base Fee $66.00 Base Fee $66.00 Base Fee $66.00
Exp Fee** $7.00 Exp Fee** $7.00 Exp Fee** $7.00
Daily Total $73.00 Daily Total $73.00 Daily Total $73.00

 After Max CCS* $10.95  After Max CCS* $10.95  After Max CCS* $10.95

4 MONDAY 5 TUESDAY 6 WEDNESDAY 7 THURSDAY 8 FRIDAY

SHIPWRECKED AND 
TREBUCHET 3D 

PUZZLE

JEWEL OF THE 
NILE AND GIANT 
SPINNING TOPS

CLAY ANIMATION 
STATION AND PARK 

RANGER GAME

SPLASH OUT FRENZY 
AND MIGHTY 

TUMBLER

EARTH DAY 
WARRIORS AND SUN 

PRINTS

Ahoy, me hearties! We’ve 
found ourselves Shipwrecked 
at TeamKids. You’ll need 
your sea legs for this pirate 
adventure. We’ll have a blast 
playing Treasure Chest, 
Sharks & Minnows & creating 
Colourful Parrot Pals.

Did you know that the Nile is 
the longest river in the whole 
world? If you don’t believe 
us, you’re in de-nile! Today 
is all about Ancient Eygpt 
as we play Mummy Wrap, do 
a Freeze Dance & decorate 
Egyptian Pharaohs.

How does stop motion 
animation work? We’ve always 
wanted to know! Today, we’ll 
find out in a workshop run 
by an experienced animator. 
We’re going to model our 
own characters, plan out our 
animations & then hit record.

Today, we’ll cool off in a 
Splash Out Frenzy! Are you 
ready for a fin-tastic day 
full of water-based games & 
activities? We’ll play Waterfall 
Run, Steal the Water, Water 
Tag & more. *Towel & 
change of clothes required.

Let’s recycle, not throw away! 
We’re making a difference 
each & every day. We’ll play 
Animal Traffic Lights, run a 
Rainforest Obstacle Course, 
& learn more about our 
planet through Nature Earth 
Art.

Base Fee $66.00 Base Fee $66.00 Base Fee $66.00 Base Fee $66.00 Base Fee $66.00
Exp Fee** $7.00 Exp Fee** $7.00 Exp Fee** $16.00 Exp Fee** $18.00 Exp Fee** $7.00
Daily Total $73.00 Daily Total $73.00 Daily Total $82.00 Daily Total $84.00 Daily Total $73.00

 After Max CCS* $10.95  After Max CCS* $10.95  After Max CCS* $12.30  After Max CCS* $12.60  After Max CCS* $10.95

Brunswick South Primary 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM
ARRIVE BY 9AM ON EXCURSION DAYS

INCURSION EXCURSION BEST PROGRAM EVERIN-HOUSE

teamkids.com.au/venues Book Now

*Child Care Subsidies may apply. $5 Admin Fee per family. $5 Late Fees apply within 7 days per child. Payment plans available. 
**Experience/Activity Fee. Programs may be subject to change. Third Party Payment Fees apply. See Terms and Conditions for cancellation policy.

Find a venue Choose your ADVENTURE!
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HELP YOUR CHILDREN DEVELOP: 

GET READY

TRANSITION FROM 
KINDER TO SCHOOL

BIG
SCHOOL

FOR

INDEPENDENCE

Run by TeamKids to help 
familiarise families with the 
school environment & routines  

CONFIDENCE
FUN

FIND OUT MORE

1300 035 000
teamkids.com.au 
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Holidays

Brunswick South Primary

OU
ARE

INVITED!

Book now!
TEAMKIDS.COM.AU

1300 035 000

SUMMER
Holidays

N
°4

0

BEST
HOLIDAY 
PROGRAMS

VOTED BY YOU
in Australia

Choose Your 
ADVENTURE Download   

Full ProgramKIDS VS ADULTS

EPIC CASTLE CONSTRUCTIONS

POLAR BEAR PLUNGE

DON’T PRESS THAT BUZZER!

Brunswick South Primary
TIMES 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM      DATES 21 DEC - 27 JAN

*1 scoop per person. No topping included. Mention Nelson Alexander to redeem.  

nelsonalexander.com.au

To celebrate Summer,  
Nelson Alexander have 
partnered with Zero Gradi  
to give 300 lucky locals  
a FREE* ice cream. 

First in best dressed!

99  
LYGON STREET,
BRUNSWICK EAST

DEC
02-04


