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Winter Solstice 
Festival

 Saturday 23 June 
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LE NOTIZIE DI TREVOR, GRADE 3/4, GRADE 5/6, SPECIALISTS, 

BSPS NOTICES COMMUNITY NOTICES

Annual Reporting Meeting

Tuesday 5 June

6.30pm

MAY 

FRI 25  Dance Incursion Session 1

5/6 Interschool Sport Gala Day

WED 30  School Visit The Hon.James Merlino &  
Italian Consulate General Pierluigi Trombetta

THU 31 Italian Day 

JUNE
TUE 5 Annual Report Meeting 6.30

 School Council Meeting 7pm    

     MON 11 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

SAT 23  Winter Solstice Festival

FRI 29  Last Day of term 2.30 Finish

JULY
MON 16 Curriculum Day (Student Free)

TUE 17  Term 3 Commences 

CALENDAR DATES

ASSEMBLY DATES
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Missing school can have a major impact on a child’s 
future – a student missing one day a fortnight will 
miss four full weeks that year. By Year 10 they’ll 
have missed more than a year of school. 

Our SMS notifications have helped us keep on 
top of any absences and have been introduced 
in alignment with the review on attendance 
guidelines for schools. Unfortunately, this week 
some messages were sent in error notifying parents 
their child was absent, when they were in fact at 
school. This was our error and I’m truly sorry for 
the stress this caused to the families that received 
these messages. This error helped us identify gaps 
in our procedures and processes and has helped 
us put further steps in place to prevent this from 
happening again.

To help support us with this, we ask that parents 
and carers do the following;

- Support your child to arrive at school on time – 
8.50am is ideal as this allows them to put their bag 
in line, spend some time with their friends and be 
ready to learn by 9.00am.

- Report absences directly to the office – this can 
be done by phoning the office directly or emailing 
the school. It might be tempting to give this 
message to the teachers in passing, but we can 
very quickly lose this information unless we have it 
in writing.

- Resist the urge to keep your child home unless 
they are unwell. While it can be tempting to hit 
snooze or take your child out for a day of shopping, 
every day counts. These absences can add up and 
impact your child’s experience at school.

COMMUNICATION

LE NOTIZIE 

DI TREVOR
As I 

write this, 
our Year 3 and 5 

students have literally just 
put down their pencils and closed 

their final NAPLAN test. It has been a 
marathon effort for them, with most 
completing four separate tests over 
three days!

NAPLAN is certainly a topic that generates huge 
passion in our community, with varying thoughts 
and opinions it’s certainly not a topic we are all 
going to agree on. At BSPS we approach NAPLAN 
with an understanding that these tests are a 
‘moment in time’ assessment. They give us a 
picture of our school as a whole and allow us to 
measure the impact our programs have on student 
learning over time. Your child’s results are expected 
later in the year, during term three.

ITALY TRIP
The final details are being organised for our trip to 
Italy later this year. We are very fortunate to be 
able to offer this to our students in Years 5/6 and 
what a special way of culminating their bilingual 
journey at BSPS. This trip will put us one step 
closer to building relationships with schools and 
organisations in Italy – what a great position we 

are in to establish a sister school relationship.

ATTENDANCE AND 
ABSENSES
We are having some fantastic gains in reducing the 
amount of student absences at BSPS. The research 
on school attendance highlights how important 
regular attendance is. Children with positive 
attendance habits have consistently been found to 
have:

 � higher academic achievement in literacy and 
numeracy

 � longer school retention

 � increasing opportunities for students to learn and 
access educational resources, further supporting 
achievement

 � decreased absenteeism in higher year levels

The staff at BSPS have a range of talents, but 
unfortunately one of these skills isn’t mind reading. 
There are times during the year when all families 
might need to clarify something or ask a question 
and at BSPS we are all approachable. Most of our 
staff can be found in the yard each and every 
afternoon (even though they aren’t required to be 
there) and in the first instance they are the best 
people to direct your questions to. If your question 
or concern is more complex you might like to 
contact the team leader; Steffie, Toby, Bethany and 
Aydan all head up our learning areas.

If your question or concern relates to school policy, 
management, staff or is a complex student issue, 
then Marg and myself are your best contact. We 
are available to meet or speak with parents by 
phone call, email or an appointment through the 
office. 

We are always on a journey of continuous 



improvement and can only help if we know there 
is a problem. Concerns or complaints should not 
be raised through Brunswick South Primary School 
social media platforms. Please read more about 
this on our website: http://brunswicksouthps.
vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/
PARENT-COMPLAINTS-POLICY-2015.pdf

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
Our commitment to whole school improvement 
continues and our staff have been highly engaged 
in professional learning opportunities outside 
of BSPS. Aydan and Steffie, as well as Toby 
and Bethany have participated in the Impact 
and Inspire programs offered through Bastow 
Institute. Cath and Marg are about to begin work 
on a course called ‘Change Makers’ which will aim 
to improve student engagement and attendance 
across the school. Sarah B, Steffie, Elke and 
myself will all be participating in the Professional 
Learning Communities sessions which are run by 
our region.

REPORTS AND PARENT 
TEACHER INTERVIEWS
Our staff are currently about to begin writing 
reports and perhaps a few have already started. 
This process is always a great time to reflect and 
the assessment that supports each child’s report 
paints a picture of where your child is academically, 
socially and emotionally. Progress for children 
happens at different rates. Sometimes you see 
progress every day, sometimes it takes a longer 
period of time to look back and see the gains that 
have been made. Reports will be sent home at the 
end of this term and your child and their teachers 
will meet formally with you again early next term 
to share new learning goals with you. Moving 
forward, this will replace the previous model of 
Parent Teacher Interviews at the end of term two.

MOTHER’S DAY STALL
Last Friday morning the STEM room was 
transformed into a gift store for our students. 
Thank you to those families who volunteered 
their time to help sell the gifts. I hope that all our 
families spent some quality time together last 
Sunday.

ANNUAL IMPLEMENTATION 
PLAN
The 2018 Implementation Plan can now be found 
on our website. It has been endorsed by region 
and is awaiting final endorsement from School 
Council.

SPECIAL VISITOR
BSPS is having a special visitor on 30th May. The 
Hon. James Merlino MP will be visiting us to have a 
tour of our learning areas and speak directly with 

some of our students.

Have a fabulous fortnight,

Trevor. 

ITALIAN MELBOURNE 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
Over the past six weeks Italian students from 
different faculties studying at Melbourne University 
have been observing and helping with our Italian 
program.  

All families are reminded that ball games 
are not allowed on the junior turf area 
before and after school. This is because of 
the large nunber of students, parents and 
familiy members in that area during some 
very busy times. Please remind your child 
to move their ball games to the oval during 
these times. 

BALL GAMES BEFORE AND AFTER 
SCHOOLS



CONGRATULATIONS TERM 2 
LEARNING LEGENDS

TERM 2 - WEEK 4
 � Foundation -   
 � Grade 1/2 - Alexander, Alexa, Lorenzo, 
Noah B 

 � Grade 3/4 - Christian S, Baxter
 �  Grade 5/6 - Juniper, Rosie O
 � Specialist - Odi, Eve
 � Staff- Aimee, Giuliano

TERM 2 - WEEK 2
 � Foundation - Daniel, Massimo, Laksha
 � Grade 1/2 - Nawaf, Ramon, Serafina, 
Evie

 � Grade 3/4 - George, Asmida, Caitlin, 
Kanaisha, 

 �  Grade 5/6 - Aimee, Marley, 
Joshua,Persephone

 � Specialist - Ramona (F)

TERM 2 - WEEK 3
 � Foundation - Bertie, Lillian, Velvet
 � Grade 1/2 - Ryan, Henry WK Cedar, 
Jarrah

 � Grade 3/4 - Evan, Liam C, Isobel, Kai 
 � Specialist - Isaac B (1), Oliver A (6)
 � Staff- Bethany, Nancy, Lauren

TERM 2 - WEEK 1
 � Foundation - Sunday Odette,Dusty
 � Grade 1/2 - Ollie, Raven, 
Isabelle,William M

 � Grade 3/4 - Adam, Anna, Peggy, Olive
 �  Grade 5/6 - Jay R, Leonardo, Max, Mia
 � Specialist - Ruby (F) , Jasmine (4)
 � Staff- Lucy, Maree



 

        M
ARG & 

TREVOR’S BLOG

YEARS 3/4

FOUNDATION

YEARS 5/6
PE NEWS

PERFORMING ARTS

        M
ARG & 

TREVOR’S BLOG

YEARS 3/4

FOUNDATION

YEARS 5/6
PE NEWS

PERFORMING ARTS

This week in our learning area, a huge congratulations to the Grade 3’s 
on their mature attitude to learning and in particular to their approach to 
NAPLAN. 

The Grade 4’s have shown their own maturity by their wonderful support for their peers during testing 
and by fitting into different learning teams. In our Comunicazione lessons students have shared their 
exceptional control of the Italian language by sharing information about themselves.  We were both 
impressed and extremely proud of our student’s abilities and their willingness to speak publically in Italian!  

OPEN DAY BY INDIGO, HAZEL 
AND NOAH
About A month ago, Brunswick South Primary 
School had an open day where parents who are 
thinking to send their children to this school in 2019 
could come and get a feel for the school. As part of 
the open day, some of the 5/6 students took tour 
groups around the school. It was very successful 
and the tours ran smoothly. Not only did the 
parents get a good look at the school, but the tour 
guides came out of the experience a lot better at 
public speaking and developed their speaking skills.

Leading up to the open day, the tour guides had 
some practice at giving tours and learnt about how 
to be an engaging speaker. We learnt about eye 
contact, fidgeting and how to introduce yourself.

There were a few tough questions and some 
parents wanted us to talk to them in Italian which is 
a bit above our skill level but it was handled pretty 
well. Heaps of compliments were given by the 
parents and the tours were really well done!

EXPLORING 3D SHAPES IN 
GEOMETRIA
This term, In Geometria we are exploring features 
of 2D shapes and 3D shapes. We are connecting 
three-dimensional objects with their nets and 
constructing different prisms and pyramids. We 
have worked in teams to build a house using craft 
sticks and blue tack. Have a look to our hands on 
projects! 



      PERFORMING ARTS

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!
I am looking for enthusiastic parents, carers, 
friends who are willing to contribute their time and 
skills to assist in the creation of this year’s end of 
year Performing Arts event. If you are keen to help 
in the lead up to this year event please come to 
meet with me Friday the 4th and Friday 18th May 
from 9.00 to 10.30 in the BSPS’s staff room. 

Those who attend these meeting will gain an 
understanding of the end of year school event 
through an introductory presentation. In this 
meeting, I will speak about the idea behind 
the event, and seek to collect the names and 
availability of volunteers who would like to be 
involved in this new project.

This year the event will take place in October. As 
I am sure you know, this type of projects requires 
a lot of forward planning and collaboration. It is 
for these reasons that it is better to meet sooner 
rather than later.

It would work best if you could be at the school by 
9:00am.

Feel free to contact me at 

vitali.daniele.d@edumail.vic.gov.au

Also, feel free to approach me in the yard, you will 
make my day a “great one”. 

I look forward to meeting with you in the near 
future.

Kind regards, Daniele Vitali

Final note:

The end of year concert is set to take place in 
Term 4. In the near future I will start looking for 
volunteers that would like to contribute their time 
and skill to the concert production process. If you 
are interested in helping with making costumes, 
props, music or anything else, feel free to 
approach me in the yard.

S.T.E.M

STEM UPDATE
Years 3-6: Next week (22nd and 23rd May), 
both the Year 3/4s and Year 5/6s have Trevor 
Hausler from the Merri Creek Management 
Committee visiting BSPS as part of learning about 
the interdependency within living things and 
taking care of natural waterway within the urban 
environment. 

Students will be conducting water quality 
assessments from water samples collected from 
the Merri Creek, evaluating different levels of 
macro invertebrates within the water and how 
these can provide environmental indicators to the 
state of our waterways and local surrounds.

I’m also finalising another project for the Year 
5/6s in the last week of term so stay tuned for 
further updates! 

Foundation – Years 1 & 2: In week 8, celebrating 
World Environment Day on 5th June and National 
Tree Day in the last week of term, our Foundation 
and Year 1/2 students will commence planting 
areas of the school grounds. Moreland Council has 
kindly donated the majority of these plants which 
will support our learning about the needs of living 
things and how plants support insects and birds in 
our natural environment. 

If you are able to assist during these sessions, 
a sign-up sheet with the planting dates and 
times for parent helpers will be outside the STEM 
learning area (opposite the office). Ideally, 2 or 3 
parent helpers in the Foundation sessions and 3 
or 4 in the Year 1/2 sessions would be a fantastic 
help, especially as the tube stock is quite hard to 
remove without doing damage to the plants. 

The dates & time are as follows:

Tuesday 5thJune: Year 1/2s (Margherita & Iris)  
1:25 – 3:30 pm

Wednesday 6th June: Foundations (Rosso & 
Verde) 9:00 – 10:40 am

Thursday 7th June: Year 1/2s (Rose & Tulipani) 
9:00 – 10:40 am, followed by Foundations (Blu 
& Giallo) 10:45 – 1:20 pm (with lunch break in 
between the two session) 

Please make sure students are dressed warmly on 
their assigned planting days – a waterproof jacket 
and sensible shoes is advised. 

Look forward to working with you. 

With thanks,

Elke



BSPS NOTICES 

MOTHER’S DAY STALL
Last Friday we had some very excited students 
buying gifts at our wonderful Mother’s Day Stall. 
Thank you to our office staff Mary, Des and Vicky 
for buying all the gifts, setting up the stall and 
helping out on the day.   

A big thank you also to some of our BSPS parents 
for helping out on the day. Kirsten H, Shane H, 
Monique D, Atalanti D and Jamie M. Thank you also 
to our student helpers Kitty, Phineas, Lucas D and 
George A

To everyone

Please bring to school plastic bottles. If you 
could take off the wrapping that would be 

FROM THE ART ROOM 

To Everyone

Please bring to school plastic bottles. If you could 
take off the wrapping that would be great! We 
are going to need them to make lanterns for the 
Winter Solstice!

Thanks!

Alice 

MUSIC CONCERTS
 � Guitar Concert will be held on Tuesday         
26 June at 6-9pm in the school hall

 � Keyboard Conert will be held on Thursday    
28 June at 6.30pm in the school hall

LUNCH ORDERS 
Lunch orders are available Wednesday - Friday and 
are ordered through the QKR by mastercard app. 
The lunch orders are delivered to the school from 
a local cafe D1Uno. Please follow the step by step 
instructions to register your child

GRANDE FESTA COMUNITARIA 
ITALIANA
A major Italian event, which will take place on 
Sunday 3rd of June at St. Brigida Precinct, 378 
Nicholson St, Fitzroy. This is a celebration of Italy’s 
Republic Day.

Reminder all expression of interest forms are due 
21 May.  Notice attached to newsletter.

 2018 ESSENTIAL EDUCATION 
SCHOOL FEES
Just a friendly reminder, 2018 Essential Education 
Items/Activities School Fees were due and payable 
at the start of the school year. If your fees are still 
outstanding, please make payment  at the office.



 

 
 

 
10 MAY 2018 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
  
This year Brunswick South Primary School have been asked to participate in the Grande 
Festa Comunitaria Italiana: a major Italian event, which will take place on Sunday 
3rd of June at St. Brigida Precinct, 378 Nicholson St, Fitzroy. This is a celebration of 
Italy’s Republic Day. 
 
The Festa will start with a mass, which reflects the strong connections of the Italian 
culture to the church.  It is by no means compulsory to attend but is a fascinating event 
to observe.  The day will continue with a parade, concerts, soccer tournaments, games, 
magic tricks, great Italian food, classic Italian cars and a lot more. 
  
There is an open invitation to all the families of Brunswick South to attend the event. 
  
Some children have already started rehearsing with Maree and Nancy as they will be 
singing the Italian and Australian National Anthem accompanied by the Banda Bellini.  
  
We are now looking for children who are really passionate about soccer or those who 
would just like to have fun playing the most popular sport in Italy! 
Melbourne City FC will be hosting some tournaments on the day and they would love 
our students to participate. There will be many prizes for the children taking part. 
  
If your child wishes to participate in the soccer matches please complete the form below. 
Melbourne City FC will finalise tournaments and their times, at which point we can 
forward that information to you. The tournaments will take place approximately between 
12:30pm and 4.00pm.  
  
For any questions, please come and see me after school. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Chiara  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please fill in the following details if you are keen to take your child to the event and 
return to school by 21 May 2018. 
  
I ________________________ understand it is my responsibility to take and supervise 

my child ____________  ____________ in grade _______ to the Festa Comunitaria 

Italiana to take part in the tournaments organised by Melbourne City FC. I also 

understand I will be informed of the time we will be required to attend. 

 

Parent Name ________________________    Parent Signature __________________ 

Phone Number: ________________________   Allergies: _______________________ 
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                                        D18/78972   -    2018/APR3/DSD80 

What are Supported Playgroups? 
 

Supported Playgroups deliver a program that helps parents improve their 
children’s learning and development while enhancing parent confidence 
through a program called Smalltalk.   
 

Smalltalk strengthens the way parents engage with their children through 
talking, listening and playing, reading together and through interesting 
activities. 
 

 
 

Who is eligible for Smalltalk Supported Playgroups? 
 

To be eligible families must meet at least one of the following criteria: 
 A family member in the household holds a Health Care Card or equivalent 
 A family member identifies as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
 Families looking after children in kinship care arrangements (out of home care) 
 Families referred from Child FIRST or Child Protection 
 Families referred from, or participating in, Enhanced Maternal Child Health 

Service. 

 

Moreland City Council’s 
Supported Playgroup Program  
is now taking referrals  
 

Supported Playgroups are FREE  
 

Playgroups run during school terms and are held at various venues in Moreland 
for families with children aged 0 to five.  
 

For more information, or to make a referral, please see contact details below. 
 

Supported 
Playgroup 
Program  



  

 
 

School readiness 
 
 

How do you know when your 
child is ready for 
kindergarten or school and 
why is it important?  
 
We invite you to explore and discuss the 
question of your child’s school readiness 
with a panel of professionals. 
 

Betty Mihelakos – Speech Pathologist 
Di Basser  - Occupational Therapist 
Rachael McBrien – Kindergarten Director 
Maria Rizza – School Transition Coordinator 

 

The extensively experienced panel will 
provide information, valuable insight and 
support strategies for parents who are 
wanting to learn more about when is the 
right time to start pre-school and school. 
 
This session will be of most benefit to 
parents of children 3 years and under. 
 
Information about Moreland’s Kindergarten 
Central Enrolment service will also be 
available on the night. 
 

 

 

 

                                          D18/148175      2018/MAY2/DSD860 

Date:      Tuesday 22 May 2018 
Time:     7 –9 pm 

Venue:   Moreland Civic Centre 

   Concert Hall 
   90 Bell Street, Coburg 
   (Enter via Urquhart St) 

    Melways Ref: 17J12 

Cost:    FREE 
Bookings:  
Bookings are essential as places are 
limited. 

To make a booking visit: 
 
moreland.vic.gov.au/community-
care/children-and-families/parent-
information/ 
 
or phone 9240 1111. 
 

Bookings close Monday 21 May 2018. 





Moreland City Library Free Events  
Registrations essential online at moreland.vic.gov.au/read-more or 

phone 9353 4000 
 
Seniors’ law     
5 pm, Thursday 24 May    
Coburg Library 
 
Specific legal issues can arise or become more pressing as a person ages. Protecting 
assets whilst helping family financially, later life legal planning, granny flat issues, 
grandparent issues and avoiding scams are just some of the legal matters that may 
arise. A Northern Community Legal Centre lawyer will talk through these issues and 
answer questions you may have. 
 
The library: a catalogue of wonders    
7 pm, Wednesday 30 May  
Coburg Library 
 
What exactly are libraries for? Stuart Kells, one of Australia’s most passionate and 
knowledgeable bibliophiles and an authority on rare books, has travelled the world to 
write about libraries and find the answer to this question. Stuart will discuss the 
fascinating world of libraries as places of beauty and wonder.  
 
The tattooist of Auschwitz  
7.45 pm, Thursday 31 May  
Brunswick Library 
 
An incredible story of the Auschwitz-Birkenau tattooist and the woman he loved. These 
two Slovakian Jews survived the horrors of the Holocaust, a death march and 
separation. They eventually married and lived happily in Melbourne for 58 years. 
Heather Morris, in conversation with Claire Halliday, will discuss her moving novel 
based on the true story of Lale and Gita Sokolov. Books will be available for purchase 
and signing.  
 
Australian Poetry Slam heat  
7.30 pm, Thursday 14th June 
Brunswick Library 
  
The search is on for Australia's 2018 poetry slam champion! Perform your original poem 
in a Victorian heat of the Australian Poetry Slam at Brunswick Library, an electric live 
event where the audience is the judge and there are prizes to be won. Performers are 
invited to register from 7 pm. For more information go to australianpoetryslam.com. 
 



 


