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our values – 
the moral fibre which 
guides our culture
CONSTANT LEARNING
MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITY
COMPASSION
SENSE OF POSSIBILITY

Our Newsletter Cover Stars

Lily in Yr 2 and 

Elliott in Foundation



 � Alterations to learning areas to reduce the need 
for students to sit on the floor, with allocated table 
spaces

 � Enhanced cleaning implemented for the remainder 
of Term 2 and for Term 3.

We will provide you with more information about this next 
week, prior to Foundation – Year 2 students returning.

TEACHING & LEARNING 
HIGHLIGHTS
As a staff, we have still been meeting for our regular 
meeting and professional learning times using Zoom. At 
some of our recent sessions we have had the opportunity 
to hear from staff sharing some highlights from their 
experiences remote learning. We have observed some 
teachers running small focus groups online, viewed 
students and families recreating famous artworks and 
witnessed a remote cooking session which left absolutely 
no mess for us to clean up at school (not sure how your 
kitchens fared though!)

It’s been great for us to continue to share our practice 
and spread the excitement from some successful 
experiences for staff and students. 

2021 ENROLMENTS
With a need to delay our school tours and the annual 
Open Day, we are beginning to work with families who 
are keen to enrol at BSPS for next year. We have opened 
sibling enrolments and encourage any families with 
younger siblings starting school next year to get in first 
and submit your enrolment form to the office. This can be 
done digitally over email or hard copy enrolments forms 
can be posted to the school. We anticipate our Open Day 
will be rescheduled to later in term 3. 

YEAR 7 SECONDARY 
PLACEMENTS
Families of students in Year 6 are reminded that transition 
forms are due back to school by 29 May. Please follow the 
instructions that were distributed to families in Compass.

I know that having some certainty about how and when 
we will return to school and given us all a renewed sense 
of optimism. I’m looking forward to seeing you all (in 
some capacity) soon!

Ciao for now! 

Trevor

LE NOTIZIE 

DI TREVOR                                         
We’ve just 

knocked over five 
weeks of remote and flexible 

learning and, despite the challenges 
that we have overcome, I think we are 
beginning to find our feet, establish 
workable routines and maybe even 
enjoy some elements of these 
new ways of learning and working 
together… 
….and like everything in life, change 
is inevitable. This week, our thinking 
has had to shift as we pivot and 
plan around a return to face-to-face 
teaching!
We sprung right into action after Tuesday’s 
announcement to plan what this return might look 
like, how we prepare staff, students and families for 
another adjustment and how we minimise the risks in a 
community that sees hundreds of people interact face to 
face every day.

This will mean that our return to school will look a 
little different to what we are used to and some new 
procedures will mean we need to change some habits 
and hopefully, with everyone’s support, things will slowly 
begin to return to normal as these restrictions are lifted.

Marg and I, alongside our School Improvement Team, 
are working through what things will look like at BSPS 
and we aim to be able to confirm arrangements for the 
Foundation to Year 2 return from Tuesday 26 May. Some 
things you can expect are:

 � Staggered arrival and dismissal times to reduce 
and limit the number of people in the school 
grounds

 � Staggered break times for students and staff 
during the day to reduce the number of students 
outside and staff in the staff room

 � Designated drop off and pick up points at the three 
gates (Brunswick Road, Rathdowne Street and Park 
Street)

 � Restrictions on access to school grounds for anyone 
other than immediate school staff and students

      BSPS SCHOOL COUNCIL 

 � President James Henry 

 � Vice President Madeleine Aikenhead 

 � Treasurer Dan Ziffer 

 � Parent Members Vicky Wilson

 � Community Members John Hajek, James Henry 

 � DET Trevor Strolla, Marg Weymouth, Ivana D’Aprano  

SUB COMMITTEES 

 � Building and Grounds James Henry 

 � Policies Marg Weymouth 

 � Community and Fundraising Jean-Pierre Masclef 

 � Bilingual John Hajek 

 � OSHC Vicky Wilson



The Foundation students have been very 
busy the over past few weeks. You have 
shown us INDEPENDENCE, BRAVERY, 
PERSEVERANCE, KINDNESS and 
CREATIVITY every single day. 

Thank you, Foundation, for displaying the ways 
you can show a Sense of Possibility, by being 
excited to tackle a new challenge. 

Thank you for showing Constant Learning by 
blowing us away with your creative new ways 
of learning. 

FOUNDATION 

Thank you for showing us and one another 
Compassion by coming to our morning 
meetings with a story to make everyone 
smile. 

Finally, thank you for showing Mutual 
Responsibility at home and online. Well done 
Foundation, you are all learning legends! 

Fantastico, Magnifico, Eccellente!



YEARS 1/2
Our little learners in Grade 1/2 have been working 
really hard while learning from home. They have 
displayed strong resilience, growth mindset, 
bravery, curiosity and a love of learning! We are 
extremely proud of all their efforts and all the 
support our 1/2 families have given to them. Take a 
look at all the amazing work students have done…

As part of Lettura for our Home Learning Program, 
we made connections to a book titled, ‘Una Notte 
Nera’ by constructing a diorama. Our dioramas are 
like taking a snapshot of a scene in the book!

Our focus for Grade 1/2 Mathematics has been 
to compare the mass of different objects found 
at home. Students used their creativity to make 
balancing scales with recycled household items. We 
also explored the capacities of different containers, 
jars and glasses by predicting and testing how 
much water the containers hold.

In Humanities, we have been learning about our 
environment and why places are special to us and 
to others. Recently, we learnt about Leanganook 
and how this is a special place for Dja Dja Wurrung 
people.

This term in Scienze, we have been learning how to 
take care of our Earth and which materials can be 
reused, reduced and recycled. Grade 1/2 students 
also conducted experiments at home to observe 
change using different materials such as oil, water 
and food dye.

  



PERFORMING ARTS

Ciao a tutti! What an incredible five weeks of 
learning from home! The Foundation students 
have been busy learning one of the most famous 
children’s songs called, Il Ballo Del Qua Qua 

(The Chicken Dance). In the last two weeks they 
have been learning the actions to the Hokey 
Pokey dance. I have seen many videos of students 
dancing at home with their family members. You 
are smiling, copying the actions, singing and 
performing so well!

In Year1/2 students have been learning another 
Italian favourite, ‘Il coccodrillo come fa’? In the 
past two weeks students have been practising, 
The Macarena Dance. Their videos are delightful to 
watch and I’m sure everyone is trying hard to learn 
the steps. Great effort!

As a brain break, students have also made origami 
– dogs, cats, crocodiles, mice and chatterboxes.

Alice and I had fun during our 1/2 Q&A session 
yesterday on Zoom. We shared Art & Performing 
Arts wonderings, highlights and reflections about 
the activities so far. It was fun to share some jokes 
together during our Comedy Show. Remember 
to come prepared with a joke next week and feel 
free to wear your favourite dress up from 1:00pm-
1:30pm. 

I’m looking forward to seeing you all soon. 

Ciao ciao for now….Giuliana   

PE learning from home

I’m loving hearing from the students about being 
active at home. There are so many different ways 
to be active, the games and activities on the 
timetable, cycling, walking, skating, dancing, the 
possibilities are endless.

We’re aiming for at least 60 minutes a day of 
physical activity and it looks like most students are 
easily reaching that target.

Thanks for the lovely photos and videos on SeeSaw. 
It’s been a great way to keep in touch.

Harry catching like a pro! Check out his ready 
position.

Lily and Elliot getting creative with a target 
game.

“We both kicked hit the 10,000 point tower of 
toilet paper over. It was much easier to throw 
than kick the targets.”

PE NEWS



STEM 
This term, the Grade1/2 students have 
been learning about birds. We completed a 
Neighbourhood Birds Survey of their local area and 
made a birds nest out of materials they collected 
in their gardens and other surroundings.  Most 
students found that a birds nest was quite tricky 
to make, even with 2 hands, so they now really 
admire birds who are able to make such lovely 
nests with just a beak.  The students have also 
learnt how beaks are designed for eating particular 
foods and completed a beak experiment where they 
gathered beak-like tools from around the house 
and tried to pick up different foods and object with 
them.  This week we learned about birds’ bodies 
and how they are designed for flying.  The students 
made beautiful ‘flapping birds’, which they coloured 
to match a bird they really liked.  

This term, the Foundation students have been 
doing a range of different experiments with water 
and ice.  Our focus has been on how to answer 
a question by conducting an experiment.  The 
students have investigated if the shape of ice 
changes the speed in which it melts and if you can 
get ice to melt faster by adding different ingredients 
to it. They have also tried to stop ice from melting 
by making mini-coolers out of different products.  
Most recently, we have been looking at how 
different types of paper respond to water. The 
students folded flowers that open when placed in 
water and observed if water ‘creeps’ up different 
papers at the same speed.       

I’d like to thank parents and carers for assisting 
in the delivery of my program this term! I know 
my classes often require quite a bit of set up and 
support. I hope you have learned a few things 
along the way too!  I know I have!  



Thank you to everyone who worked so hard at 
the Year 5/6 Garden Pathway working bee.

WORKING BEE

REMOTE LEARNING



COMMUNITY NOTICES 

ParentZone Northern 
May Professional Online Sessions 

Play Together, Learn Together - Professionals

This session will help you support your clients to explore what play can look like
in their home and current limited environment and help you to think outside the
box with your practice.  We will reference a playful resource that focuses on
building parent/child relationships and understanding of children's learning
 
Thursday 7th May
10.00am - 11.30am
 
 
Adolescent Development - Professionals

This session will support professionals working with adolescents to
better understand this stage of development and the changes young
people are going through.
During the session the areas of development will be discussed including
social, emotional, intellectual, physical and language.
 
Thursday 14th May
10.00am - 11.30am

Autism - Professionals
This session will give professionals the opportunity to discuss some key
strategies and practical tips.  There will be some interactive activities
where you can share experiences and ideas.
 
Wednesday 20th May
10.00am - 11.30am

Early Years Development - Professionals
This session will help workers to better understand the developmental needs
of young children.  We will explore brain development, expectations of ages
and stages and managing our responses to their needs.
 
Tuesday 26th May
10.00am - 11.30am
 

FULL _ Spaces available
for 2nd June 

FULL _ Spaces available
for 11th June 

FULL _ Spaces available
for 18th June 

FULL _ Spaces available
for 25th June 

 

 
 

Parent help Desk 

Please note: This service is currently limited to families whose children attend Victorian state 
government primary schools. 

 

The help desk is available during school terms, from 9am to 4pm on  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 

For further information, please contact:  
Yarra Me School 

Telephone: (03) 9478 8895 
Email: yarra.me.sch@education.vic.gov.au 

  

In response to COVID-19, Yarra Me 
has established a Help Desk for 
parents and carers to assist in 
supporting children with complex 
needs who are learning from home. 

YarraMe’s Parent Help Desk can assist with: 

 understanding your child’s behaviours 
 providing personalised one to one telephone consultation with a special education 

teacher (see registration link below) 
 discussion of a pathway for the family to seek formal diagnosis of learning disabilities 
 discussion about behavioural support strategies 
 advice on setting up learning environments 
 providing targeted resources 
 referral to external services 

The purpose of this service is to provide parents and carers with the opportunity to 
discuss your child’s behaviours, which may be impeding their ability to learn at home. 

Sometimes the Help Desk can help parents and carers to successfully navigate 
potential intervention pathways for their child. 

Registrations are made via the following link: 
http://www.yarrame.vic.edu.au/help-desk.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS 
ONLINE FOR 
YOUTH! 

 
A LIST OF ONLINE RESOURCES & ACTIVITIES 

 

SPECTRUM MIGRANT RESOURCE CENTRE 
info@spectrumvic.org.au   I     (03) 9977 9000 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Learn English Teens: Reading, writing and listening practice, tips for 
exams, grammar and vocabulary exercises, games and videos.  
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/ 

 
Fun English Games: Games, worksheets, puzzles and videos. 
https://www.funenglishgames.com/ 
 
ABC Learn English: Articles, video and audio content for anyone 
learning English as a second language (ESL). 
https://www.abc.net.au/education/learn-english/ 
 
Breaking News English: Listen and read along to real newspaper 
articles on various topics. Varying levels of difficulty. 
https://breakingnewsenglish.com/ 
 
Learning Chocolate: Mainly for beginners and covers all topics e.g. 
weather, months, adjectives, daily routines etc. 
https://www.learningchocolate.com/ 
 
English Grammar Secrets: Cover all grammar aspects with clear 
explanations, both written and video, and fun exercises.  
https://englishgrammarsecrets.com/ 
 
Learn English BBC: All age groups and all topics. Provides written 
and verbal explanations and activities. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/ 
 
Listen a Minute: Listen and read along to 1-minute presentations 
on various topics.  Varying levels of difficulty. 
https://www.listenaminute.com/ 
 
English for Everyone: Covers all aspects of English. All levels 
covered from beginners to advanced. 
https://www.englishforeveryone.org/ 
 
English on the Go: 90 second lessons about commonly misused and 
misspelt words in everyday life. 
https://iview.abc.net.au/collection/2421 
 

eheadspace: eheadspace provides free online 
support and counselling to young people aged 12-
25 and their families and friends.  
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/ 
 
Head to Health: Head to Health provides links to 
trusted Australian online and phone support, 
resources and treatment options. 
https://headtohealth.gov.au/ 
 
Nurse-On-Call: Nurse on Call provides immediate 
expert health advice from a registered nurse, 25 
hours, 7 days a week.  1300 60 60 24 
 
Free Being Me: Free Being Me is a program 
designed to empower girls through improving body 
confidence 
https://www.girlguides.org.au/australian-learning-
qualification-program/free-being-me-resources/ 
 
Ways to Relax: Watch some of the most relaxing 
videos on the internet, to wind down and get your 
mind off everything.   
https://au.reachout.com/collections/ways-to-relax 
 
Meditation: Here are 70 free guided meditations for 
you to choose from, to enjoy and mediation 
whenever. 
https://www.purposefairy.com/78001/relax-and-
unwind-70-free-guided-meditations-for-you-to-
enjoy/ 
 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING 



T’s&C’s: Entries close 1st June 2020. The winner will be notified by 5th June 2020. All entries in the competition become the property of Nelson Alexander. Entry in this competition is conditional 
on provision of the personal information requested. Entries may be entered into a database and Nelson Alexander may use the entrants’ names and addresses for future promotional and 
marketing. By entering the entrant consents to such use.

Brunswick
528 Sydney Road, Brunswick 3056 nelsonalexander.com.au

Colouring Competition
Years Prep - 6

WIN A MORELAND

MONOPOLY BOARD
1 PER YEAR LEVEL TO BE WON

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN:

Like us on Facebook @nelsonalexanderbrunswick

Send us your child’s masterpiece through Messenger with their name & year level, 
plus your name, phone number & address by EOD on 1st June.

1.
2.


