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TWO

WHAT’S INSIDE

Winter Solstice
Festival

LE NOTIZIE DI TREVOR, GRADE 3/4 , 5/6 ,SPECIALISTS,
BSPS NOTICES COMMUNITY NOTICES

Saturday 23 June

Sibling Enrolments
now open

our values –
the moral fibre which
guides our culture

CONSTANT LEARNING
MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITY
COMPASSION
SENSE OF POSSIBILITY
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Please send enquiries to brunswick.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au marked attention to the relevant convenor.

56 Brunswick Road BRUNSWICK EAST 3057 . t 9380 1231 . e brunswick.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Ciao
a tutti! The
school is abuzz
with preparation for the
Winter Solstice Festival and the
main event is only one week away!
Our organising committee, headed up
by Jane Scammell, Simone Gregurke
and Angela Nicholas, have already
dedicated an incredible amount of
time and energy to organise our
biggest fundraising event of the
year and this year is set to be EVEN
BIGGER!
Book your tickets online now:
https://www.trybooking.com/book/
event?eid=388049&
Our Community and Fundraising events serve a
number of purposes, but the two most important
aspects are the need to raise additional funds for
our school and secondly, to open our school up to
the wider community. Our Winter Solstice Festival
does just that. This year funds raised from the
event will go to improvements in the school yard,
in particular the playground. We are keeping our
fingers and toes crossed that the weather holds out
and we have a chance to enjoy our school in all its
wonderful winter glory!
On Tuesday and Wednesday this week Marg and
I attended the North-Western Region Principal’s
Forum. The two days provided us with professional
learning and a chance to listen to some engaging
keynote speakers. Our learning from the two
days further highlighted the great work we are
undertaking here at BSPS, particularly establishing
our Professional Learning Communities.

Sibling enrolments
Sibling enrolments are now open for 2019. We are
still getting great interest from our school tours
and there is an increased interest in our school,
particularly from many families who are not from
the Brunswick area. For those who have younger
siblings starting school next year please contact
the office to complete an enrolment form at your
earliest convenience.

SAD News
This week hasn’t been without its challenges and
we received some sad news on Thursday when
we learned of the passing of a former student of
Brunswick South Primary School, Eurydice Dixon.
Her passing is very sad for her friends and family
and also for us as a school, with many staff and
families working closely with her and her family
over a number of years.
We were also saddened by the passing of the
former principal at Brunswick South West Primary
School, Louise Chocholis. Louise retired last
year after 23 passionate years in the principal
role. Thank you to Toby and Aimee who made
themselves available on Friday to teach at BSWPS
so that their staff could attend her funeral.

Stafffing Update
Maree will be taking leave in Term 3 and will spend
some time travelling through Europe. We have
employed Lisa Donoghue to take over from Maree.
Lisa will come in before the end of the term to meet
the kids in 5/6 and spend some time planning with
the teaching team.
During Maree’s absence, Steffie will step up and
lead our Literacy PLC (Professional Learning
Community). In turn Nancy will lead our Foundation
team during this time. Thank you to Steffie and
Nancy for taking on these leadership roles within
our school.
Cinzia is also taking some leave in Term 3 and will
spend some time travelling and working overseas.
We look forward to hearing all about these travels
when everyone is back in Term 4.

rEPORTS
Reading through your child’s reports has been
a highlight of my week. Hearing about their
achievements in learning, seeing specific
examples of their success and reading about their
Character Strengths made me proud of the level of
commitment we have from our learners at BSPS.
Next week you will receive your child’s report and I
urge you to share in my sense of pride as you read
and celebrate the achievements that have been
made this semester. Early in Term 3 you will have
an opportunity to meet with your child’s teachers to
reflect on the learning from Semester 1 and have
your child share their new learning goals with you.
See you at the solstice,
Trevor.

congratulations Term 2
LEARNING LEGENDS
Term 2 - Week 5

 Foundation - Bridget, Charlie, Benny

Term 2 - Week 6

 Foundation - Miles, Mawaa, Ramona

 Grade 1/2 - Eleni, Jeremy, Lennox,
Isabel H

 Grade 1/2 - Jake, James, Scarlett,
Hinda

 Grade 3/4 - Benji, Liam CP

 Grade 3/4 - Violet, Samuel, Aki, Anika

 Grade 5/6 - Sweeney, Savi

 Specialist - Devina(F), Oscar O’K

 Specialist - Eve

 Staff- Virginia, Des, Nadia

 Leadership- Erin, Baxter, John S
 Staff- Ivana, Milly

Term 2 - Week 7

 Foundation - John, Alexander

Term 2 - Week 8

 Foundation - Charlie, Matteo

 Grade 1/2 - Xuan, William M, Ema,
Takashi

 Grade 1/2 - Molly, Mimmo, Thomas,
Sidra

 Grade 3/4 - Gordon, Mila, Ella

 Grade 3/4 - Xahra, Hannah R, Elsie,
Selr

 Grade 5/6- Ada
 Specialist - Naia (F), Isaac S (4)
 Staff- Trevor, Vicky

 Specialist - Bridget(F), Billy(3)
 Staff- Steffie, Cinzia,

Creating a new treat
for Ferrero by Kitty
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This term in Italian literacy, we have been learning
the story of the Italian confectionery company
Ferrero. We then got to design our own products
for Ferrero, and advertise them in a persuasive
text. It was fun because we could be creative and
make our dream lolly/chocolate!
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Discovering tessellation in Geometria
Have you ever taken a good look at a piece of honeycomb? What shape are the cells in a section of honey
bee honeycomb? It’s a regular polygon with six sides… yes, it’s a hexagon! The wonderful world of bees
gave us the opportunity to explore the mathematical concept of tessellation. A tessellation is a pattern of
shapes that fit together without any gaps. Have a look at our creations!

Measuring the
perimeter of shapes
through mythology
The goal of our geometry task was to interpret the
mathematics behind a famous story from ancient
mythology.
According to ancient legend, the queen Dido made
a deal with a local ruler to obtain as much land as
she could cover with an oxhide. Dido interpreted

''cover'' in an imaginative way: she cut the oxhide
into very narrow strips and laid them out to make
the city's boundary. The land she obtained became
the site of the important ancient city of Carthage in
Tunisia.
In class, we worked in groups using A4 sheets of
paper and cutting them into thin strips. We laid the
strips to make big shapes and then we measured
the perimeter. Our biggest perimeter measured
over 10 meters and there was room to take a nap
in it!

On Monday, the Grade 1/2s headed to the
Melbourne Museum on a quest to find out new
information and facts! We saw many animal exhibits
and finished with an IMAX movie about the ocean.

‘Il Globo’
Last week some 5/6 and 3/4 students made a contribution to the Italian newspaper ‘Il Globo’ for their
monthly page about schools ‘In Classe. They wrote about what makes our school a special one, and what
learning Italian here means to them. Next Thursday (21/6) some of their texts and works will be published
in Il Globo. More will be published in next month’s edition because there were a lot of students embracing
this challenge, and they did it in Italian! The newspaper’s editor was impressed and wants to congratulate
and thank them all: Genevieve, Peggy, Alice B, Samuel W, Olive, Xahra, Gioele, Kevin, Tessa and Leonardo
G. Ottimo lavoro, ragazzi!
Rosie O wrote something we would like to share with you all:
‘BSPS’s bilingual program means a different thing to each student. To me it’s a gateway to a different type
of learning: we learn about culture, language and tradition. At one point, by accident, I started telling my
mum about my day in Italian. On lots of people’s bucket list, it says ‘learn another language’. It is one of
the things that don’t get completed. I was able to tick it off before my eighth birthday.’
Well done, Rosie, let’s keep up with the practice then!
Cinzia

In Grade 3/4 we are persuading here, there and
everywhere, about everything! We have learned
some powerful techniques to persuade our peers,
society, teachers and even parents… so watch out!
You can read a few of our examples on the next
page. What makes it so persuasive? Look out for
the strong language, alliteration and use of reasons,
just to name a few.
In Geography we are learning about the unique
features of Australian towns. What are they known
for? We are creating a Big Thing to attract more
visitors to the town (yet more persuasion!) using
what we have researched. Would you visit the Big
SPC Can of Shepparton, or the Big Ibis of Kerang?
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Role – Evie

Audience – Isobel (and Years 3&4 in Mission
Control)
Format – Persuasive letter
Topic – Stop old growth logging!
Dear Isobel,
Firstly, I would like to point out that I am not
accusing you of logging and secondly, you might
not know that logging is where people cut down
trees illegally. Whereas old growth logging is where
people cut down trees that have been there for a
long time and are important to our ecosystem.
* *

*

*

*

*

*

Don’t Travel to Space!

FUN FACT: You can tell how old a tree was when it
was cut down because of something called ‘growth
rings’ in the trunk. By counting the growth rings
you can see if the tree was two years old or two
thousand years old.

By Ella Thomson

* *

Space. Everyone I know wants to go but it
is actually the worst thing you could do! It’s
dangerous, what’s the point? And it is just a big
waste of time.

Trees are important for animals to live in. Most
trees have already been inhabited by birds and they
could go off to look for food or a mate, but when
they get back to their tree it may have been cut
down and the bird (let’s call it Roger) would have to
find a new tree.

Persuasive Writing
Piece

Firstly. There are housands of different ways to
die in space. There could be a malfunction and the
space ship could blow up. Then you could also get
stuck in space.
Secondly. What’s the point? I know the only reason
for going to space is for scientific research and
scientific research is pretty important but there
are more important things to study than space. I
mean we could study medicine, new species and
instead we waste money and time just trying to find
animals in space which don’t exist! It makes me so
angry!
Lastly, it takes years and years to go to space, so
you just spend a year getting to Mars and then it
takes a year to get back to Earth.
So why would anyone really go to space?

*

*

*

*

*

Another reason is that birds could be injured. What
could also happen is that some birds (very rarely)
have damaged wings and when their tree was cut
down they would not be able to fly away and would
get very badly hurt or killed.
Many other people and organisations believe this,
not just me. For example, to protest, some people
chain themselves to the front of the loggers’
machine. Before you consider agreeing with me,
you should know that it is dangerous and almost as
illegal as logging itself.
In conclusion, I believe that the punishment for old
growth logging should be worse than two or three
years in prison.
Sincerely, Evie.
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The past three weeks in STEM have been busy with students in Years 3-6 participated in a
Water Watch incursion, while students in Foundation - Year 2 recently conducting planting
and revegetation works on our school grounds as part of
World Environment Day.
Water Watch is a citizen science program evaluating
water quality either through chemical testing or identifying
and performing a count of
macroinvertebrates found
within a local water
collection sample.

Students learnt about the
effects of housing developments and land clearing further
upstream and how the recent high rainfall had effected the
creek closer to home (Darebin
Creek).
In this way, students were able to identify some of the human
impacts on local waterways and how these impact within the creek
ecosystem - from aquatic bugs (tolerant to sensitive), frogs, birds,
mammals and humans interacting within them.
Students in Years 3/4 were also treated to a special visitor, learning
about the different frogs found in our local area.

In week 7, this visit was followed by planting indigenous shrubs and grasses in our school
ground with students in Foundation – Year 1/2s. The focus here was on biodiversity and
understanding the ways in which plants can provide habitat and food for
small native birds and insects in our area.

The Year 1/2 students planted behind the 1/2
building while the Foundation students have planted
climbers along the staff carpark fence-line and
Foundation Courtyard.
A big thank you to Trevor Hausler from Merri Creek
Management Committee for his time spent conducting the Water Watch
session; Vince Andreana Natural Resource Management Officer at
Moreland Council for donating 150 plants to beautify our school yard, as
well as our volunteer parents (and nonna) for supporting students in
planting. An extra thanks to James Midren (Dusty’s dad) for mulching and
assisting in three of these sessions and Paul Spencer (Ella & Charlie’s dad)
for donating the additional tree guards that will hopefully protect our plants while they establish
themselves in the garden beds behind the Year 1/2 building.
Elke Bleeker
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School council Report

On Tuesday 5 June, School Council held our annual
reporting meeting where we reflected on our many
achievements as a school community in 2017.
We had reports from each subcommittee – Policy,
Community Partnerships, Buildings and Grounds,
Out of School Hours Care and Finance - all of which
achieved a remarkable amount over the course of
the year. Trevor also provided an overview of 2017
student achievement, NAPLAN results, attitudes
to school as well as highlights from our bi-lingual
program. Thank you to the parents who attended.
For those who missed the meeting and would like
more information, please approach any members of
the School Council in the yard, or you can read the
2017 annual report on the school website.
http://brunswicksouthps.vic.edu.au/wpcontent/uploads/2018/05/AR_20172743.
docx.pdf
In our regular School Council meeting, we
discussed reports and recommendations from the
subcommittees. One highlight was a letter from
one of our Year 5 students – we really appreciate
all members of the community getting involved in
the school. One proposal from the Buildings and
Grounds committee considered the possibility of
the school applying for one of the decommissioned
W class trams – an idea proposed by a number of
parents. The committee decided the application
for a tram building was not suitable at this time,
due to lack of appropriate location and complexities
with installation (possible asbestos). However,
School Council and the subcommittees are always
open to considering ideas and suggestions from our
community – please keep sharing them!
We’d also like to encourage any parents who are
interested to join one of our subcommittees new members are welcome throughout the year.
In particular we are looking for parents with an
interest in joining either the Policy or Finance
sub-committees. If you are keen, please get in
touch with School Council via brunswick.south.ps@
edumail.vic.gov.au.
Later in the meeting we reflected on the success
of the recent visit to our school by the Minister for
Education James Merlino and Italian Consul General

Pierluigi Trombetta. Thank you to all the students,
staff and parents who attended on the day and
helped make the visit run smoothly. You can read
the Minister’s media statement here
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/brunswickschool-kids-celebrate-their-italian-skills/
Our next School Council meeting will be on 31 July
in Term 3. Parents and members of our school
community are always welcome at School Council
meetings - to observe, to ask questions or to raise
a concern. Please get in touch if you would like
to request something be included on our agenda.
You can also approach any of the School Council
members at any time.
Jeremy Schreurs
School Council Vice President

Music Concerts
 Guitar Concert will be held on Tuesday
26 June at 6.30-8pm in the school hall
 Keyboard Conert will be held on Thursday
28 June at 6.30pm in the school hall
 Piano Concert Tuesday 19 June 6-8pm

2018 essential Education
school Fees

Just a friendly reminder, 2018 Essential Education
Items/Activities School Fees were due and payable
at the start of the school year. If your fees are still
outstanding, please make payment at the office.
With the end of the Financial Year
approaching this is a friendly reminder that
you can make
Tax Deductible Donations to schools Building Fund.
Brunswick South Primary School is endorsed by
the ATO as a Deductible Gift Recipient to operate a
Building Trust Fund and Library Trust Fund.
Donations made to the Building Trust Fund
will assist new developments identified as
enhancements to the recent building and landscape
works.
Contributions to either fund are fully tax deductible
and for families on or near the top marginal tax
rate, this is a very effective way of assisting the
school.
Payments can be made at the school office by cash,
cheque, Eftpos or by electronic payment to
If you have any further enquiries please contact the
school office on 9380 1231.
Thank you.

La Grande Festa Comunitaria
This year Brunswick South Primary School participated in the Grande Festa Comunitaria
Italiana: a major Italian event, that took place on Sunday 3rd of June at St. Brigida
Precinct, 378 Nicholson St, Fitzroy. This is a celebration of Italy’s Republic Day.
June 7: IL GLOBO

Lost Property
With the end of the term fast approaching we have alot of
items in lost property.
Can you please check lost property located in the main
building at the bottom of the stairs for an missing items.
Lost property will be put out on the turf outside the BER
building during the last week of term and then donated to
charity in week one of term 4.

BRUNSWICK
SOUTH
WINTER
SOLSTICE
FESTIVAL
The warmest place to be this winter
3-8pm
Saturday 23 June 2018
Brunswick South Primary School
56 Brunswick Road, Brunswick East 3057
www.brunswicksouthwintersolstice.com.au
Food for foodies
Glow-in-the-dark soccer • Spooky haunted house • Silent disco
Roving entertainers • Jumping castle • Lighting displays • Fire twirling
Lantern parade • Open fires • and much more

Winter Solstice Festival 2018, Saturday 23rd June, 3-8 pm

Please complete the form below, detach and take to the office along with your
payment
✄---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Count us in!

Please complete the following as it will help us on the night in case your wristbands go missing before
you arrive!
Name:________________________________

Email: ___________________________

Tickets also available via :
http://brunswicksouthwintersolstice.com.au
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After School
Art at BSP

Mondays and Thursdays 3:30-5pm
Run by Primary Teacher, Visual Artist and BSP parent Louella.
WHERE: School art room.
WHO: Multi age sessions – Foundation to Year 6. Siblings can attend together.
COST: $25 per session. Includes all materials and fruit snack.

To book call Louella 0411033864
or email louella@louellakennedy.com

WRITING
WO R K S H O P
Learn to write
letters with author

AILSA WILD
Sunday June 17
10:30am
$13 per child (includes a copy of
Squishy Taylor Versus the Mayor)
Ideal for activists aged 7-12-yrs
Please book online or instore.

-It takes a village to raise a reader-

w w w. l i t t l e b o o k r o o m . c o m . a u
759 Nicholson Street
Carlton North
t & i: @little _bookroom
f: TheLittleBookroom

Supported Playgroup
Program
• Do you have a child aged 0 – 4 years?
• Are you looking for ways to improve
your child’s learning and development?
• Are you finding parenting challenging
or looking for some extra support?

Try a supported playgroup!

Enjoy a friendly, warm and welcoming environment.
Learn and play with your child in fun and engaging
activities.
Meet other local families with young children.
Share parenting experiences.
Learn about Kindergarten, Child Care and other
community services and events.

Supported
Playgroups are
FREE to attend!

Eligibility criteria for group
participation applies - Please
contact the team to check if a
Supported Playgroup is right
for you

Our groups are led by experienced, trained facilitators.
Where
Newlands Community House
20 Murray Road, Coburg North
Moreland Primary School
157 – 163 Moreland Road, Coburg
Belle Vue Park Primary School
Morell Street, Glenroy
Pascoe Vale Community Centre
7 Prospect Street, Pascoe Vale
Lorne Street Kindergarten at Fawkner Primary School
40 Lorne Street, Fawkner

When

Time

Monday

9.30 – 11.30 am

Tuesday

10.30 – 12.30 am

Tuesday

9.30 – 11.30 am

Thursday

9.30 – 11.30 am

Friday

9.30 – 11.30 am

We run a program called smalltalk within our playgroups.
Smalltalk gives parents tips and ideas about how to use everyday opportunities and
activities to help with their children’s literacy, learning and development at home. We
explore a different smalltalk topic each week in playgroup.

If you are interested in attended a Supported
Playgroup please contact the Playgroups team:
T: 9384 9223
E: playgroups@moreland.vic.gov.au

