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on three very clear strategic goals:

1. To optimise student learning and learning 
growth across the curriculum, particularly in 
Literacy and Numeracy.

2. To foster intellectual engagement and self-
awareness consistently in all learning areas 
across the school.

3.	For	all	staff,	students	and	parents	see	
themselves as active participants in our school 
learning community.

School Council
Last	Tuesday	night	School	Council	met	for	the	first	
time this term. Since our last meeting James Henry 
has taken over the convener role of the Buildings 
and Grounds Sub Committee and has begun 
working on the 2018 action plan. Our newsletters 
regularly feature updates from each of the sub 
committees.

At the meeting council also endorsed the updated 
School Strategic Plan and Annual Report. We will be 
hosting our Annual Reporting Meeting on Tuesday 
5th June at 6.30pm where we will share the Annual 
Report for 2017 and report on the achievements 
from last year. 

OSHC

Shortly Maggie will be heading over to the US 
to work for Camp America. We are hoping to 
see Maggie back before too long and in the 
meantime Stephanie will take over our OSHC 
program as the new coordinator. Stephanie has 
been working with Maggie for the past couple 
of weeks on handover and many of you will 
have	seen	her	at	pickup	or	drop	off.	Please	
join me in welcoming Stephanie to our school 
community. 

Celebrations and Achievements
At BSPS we are celebrating some 
engagements. Congratulations to Bethany and 
Lauren (and their partners) during this exciting 
time.

Have a fantastic fortnight,

Trevor. 
Access to School Grounds

Please remember that our school yard is supervised 
from 8.45am – 9.00am in the morning and then 
from 3.30pm – 3.45pm in the afternoons. Any child 
in the yard outside of these times needs to be in 
Out of School Hours Care (OSHC). Our 3.45pm 
bell is a reminder that all students in the yard who 
haven’t been collected need to go to reception. 

 

Thank you to those families who have booked 
a time on Monday or Tuesday evening 
to meet with your child and a teacher to 
share their learning goals. We still have 

Last week we 
extended a warm welcome 

to over 40 prospective families to 
our school for our Open Day. It’s always such 

an exciting experience meeting new families 
to a school and there’s a unique excitement 
to those families who are sending a child to 
school	for	the	first	time!

Children	who	start	school	in	2019	will	finish	
their primary schooling in 2025. They will start 
secondary school in 2026 and will complete 
Year 12 in 2031. Feel old?

They may enter higher education in 2032 and 
this	will	mean	they	finish	a	degree	in	2036.	
We are preparing our students today for the 
unknowns of tomorrow and workforce as we 
know it is predicted to undergo rapid change, 
becoming more contracted and global.

Our job goes beyond simply making students 
literate and numerate. At the heart of what 
we do is establishing a love of learning. A love 
of learning so deep that, despite changes, 
students can continue to learn. A love of 
learning that allows students to be engaged, 
creative	thinkers	and	effective	problem	solvers.

Strategic Plan 

At the end of last term we published our 
draft School Strategic Plan (SSP). We have 
made	some	further	modifications	to	the	
plan after feedback from our community, 
leadership	team,	staff	and	the	region.	Some	
of the actions have been added to our Annual 
Implementation Plan to help make the 
Strategic Plan clearer and more explicit. School 
Council have also prepared an ‘at a glance’ 
document that summarises the main points 
of	the	document	in	a	single	page.	Please	find	
this attached to our newsletter and a full copy 
of the SSP is now on our website under the 
‘about’ section.

Our work over the next four years is centred 



In our Italian Literacy sessions we have 
been comparing animals in our writing. 
Very exciting to see how far we have come 
as	writers!	

We were drawing upon many character 
strengths to create a bridge out of 
matchsticks and play-doe. Perseverance, 
team-work	and	creativity!		

PERFORMING ARTS 
Call for volunteers

I am looking for enthusiastic parents, carers, 
friends who are willing to contribute their time 
and skills to assist in the creation of this year’s 
end of year Performing Arts event. If you are 
keen to help in the lead up to this year event 
please come to meet with me Friday the 4th 
and Friday 18th May from 9.00 to 10.30 in the 
BSPS’s	staff	room.	

Those who attend these meeting will gain an 
understanding of the end of year school event 
through an introductory presentation. In this 
meeting, I will speak about the idea behind 
the event, and seek to collect the names and 
availability of volunteers who would like to be 
involved in this new project.

This year the event will take place in October. 
As I am sure you know, this type of projects 
requires a lot of forward planning and 
collaboration. It is for these reasons that it is 
better to meet sooner rather than later.

It would work best if you could be at the school 
by 9:00am.

Feel free to contact me at 

vitali.daniele.d@edumail.vic.gov.au

Also, feel free to approach me in the yard, you 
will make my day a “great one”. 

I look forward to meeting with you in the near 
future.

Kind regards,

Daniele Vitali

A	final	note:

The end of year concert is set to take place in 
Term 4. In the near future I will start looking 
for volunteers that would like to contribute 
their time and skill to the concert production 
process. If you are interested in helping with 
making costumes, props, music or anything 
else, feel free to approach me in the yard.
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TERM 2 SPECIALIST PROGRAM 

The Specialist program continues to run this term on Tuesdays – Thursdays and includes Physical Education 
(Sarah Riley-Smith), Performing Arts (Daniele Vitale), Visual Arts (Alice Simone) and S.T.E.M. (Elke 
Bleeker). 

A copy of this term’s timetable is below. Please note that the Specialist timetable often requires 
adjustments due to changes in year level extra-curriculum activities, such as swimming, excursions and 
other classroom events. However, we welcome parent support to our program so please see us if you are 
willing and able to assist the program during the term. Often it is best to check in with us in the week prior 
to	find	out	of	any	changes	occurring	in	the	week	ahead.		

If you can’t catch us out on the yard, the best way to contact us is via the school email address (brunswick.
south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au) so that messages can be forwarded on. The Specialist Twitter account is: @
SpecialistsBSPS

Further information about each of the Specialist programs in Term 2 are detailed below. 

TERM 2 SPECIALIST TIMETABLE

P.E 
Foundation have begun their PMP program this Term. Thank you to the parents who have volunteered their 
time and energy to help out with this so far. We have had fun crawling through obstacle courses, playing 
with	bean	bags	and	walking	along	beams!	In	Grade	1/2	we	have	been	learning	about	the	significance	of	
rules in sport. We have been using whole class games such as Help and Rabbit, Hare, Fox to assist us. 

Grade's	3/4	and	5/6	have	been	focusing	on	the	upcoming	Cross	Country.	We	learnt	about	different	
breathing techniques for running and the importance of warm up and cool down exercises. The senior 
grades	have	been	increasing	our	fitness	and	building	up	our	running	stamina,	some	children	ran	for	over	
15	mins	straight	without	stopping!!	Cross	Country	tryouts	will	take	place	over	the	next	few	weeks,	with	The	
Cross Country race being held at Harold Stevens Athletics Track in Coburg on June 1st.



PERFORMING ARTS

Grade 1/2

In	Term	2,	Grade	1/2	students	will	continue	
working on preparing a re-enactment of 
fairytales that they have started exploring 
at the end of Term 1. The students will work 
on lines reading, stage presence, voice 
projection and entering and exiting the stage 
in time. Later in the term, students will then 
investigate actions and emotions. The groups’ 
objective is to explore possibilities for roles 
and situations to create a short play that 
communicates the emotion they have chosen 
for an audience. 

In the second half of Term 2 every Friday from 
the 25th of May to the 22nd of June, students 
will take part in a dance incursion program 
that is designed to encourage students to 
perform individually, in pairs and in group 
dances in front of an audience. 

Grade 3/4 and Grade 5/6

In	Term	2,	Grade	3/4	and	Grade	5/6	students	
will uncover and become acquainted with 
the	filming	equipment	to	be	used	for	filming	
a given scenario theme. During the term, 
students will have an opportunity to explore 
and experience varied roles and situations that 
they will develop.  In addition, they will also 
discuss how ideas and situations can develop 
into a story. Subsequently, students will start 
to	plan,	rehearse	and	refine	their	roles	and	
scenarios to transform their story into a short 
film.	

In the second half of Term 2 every Friday from 
the 25th of May to the 22nd of June, students 
will take part in a dance incursion program that 
is designed to encourage students to perform 
individually, in pairs and in group dances in 
front of an audience. 

Foundation

In Term 2, foundation students will be listening to stories read in Italian that have animals as 
characters. The students will repeat what the animals’ names and what noises they make. The 
stories are a vehicle for students to learn positional language and simple statements in Italian. 
Students will then learn the lines of the animal characters and their actions so that in groups they 
can	re-enact	the	stories.	During	the	term,	students	will	be	asked	reflective	questions	about	the	
message of the story, what types of emotions and behaviours were featured in the stories by the 
characters, and how they felt about the stories. 



S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics) 

This	term,	students	have	commenced	S.T.E.M.	by	finishing	off	design	work	from	Term	1.		

Following on from this, the main Term 2 curriculum area and focus will be Biological Science, in addition 
to exploring the Cross Curricular Priorities of Sustainability. This will hopefully also involve some planting 
activities on the school grounds (Foundation–2) to coincide with World Environment Day and National Tree 
Day later this term and WaterWatch (Years 3-6). 

The Technology, Design and Engineering components of S.T.E.M. will be addressed primarily through the 
exploration of materials (plastics), possibly some cooking (planting and mushroom growing) in addition 

VISUAL ARTS
Foundation

This term the Foundation students will be exploring lines as threads and shapes in fabric. They will work 
and	experiment	with	different	types	of	fabrics	and	tools	to	create	real	and	imaginary	creatures.	They	have	
used	old,	recycled	(clean!)	socks	to	make	a	colourful	fish	and	they	are	working	on	their	own	version	of	
a worry doll at the moment, after reading the book ‘Silly Billy’ by Anthony Browne. Our next step will be 
a Construction unit, in which we are going to use natural materials and recycled materials such as small 
boxes, egg cartons, matchsticks and lids. 

Year 1/2 

The	Year	1/2	have	been	working	hard	this	term	at	a	weaving	project,	the	god’s	eyes	and	the	colourful	
evidence	of	these	sessions	can	be	seen	gracing	the	entrance	corridor	of	the	Year	1/2	building	as	well	as	in	
the art room itself. Together with showing great patience and persistence, the students have been willing to 
help others and work collaboratively. Our textile unit continues with a tree-weaving project. If you have any 
textile	skills	and	you	are	willing	to	help	here	and	there,	please	get	in	contact	with	me	through	the	office.

Year 3/4

Year	3/4	students	have	started	the	term	by	revising	construction	skills	and	materials	from	Grade	1	and	2	
and being able to use tools safely. Students have been exploring paper and cardboard construction and 
have	been	challenged	to	think	about	different	joining	techniques	with	a	focus	on	strength	and	stability.	
They have worked both individually and in small group to make a combined work. In order to continue in 
our Construction exploration, we invite everyone to collect interesting recycled and found objects (small 
ones,	please!)

Year 5/6

This	term	Year	5/6	students	have	been	exploring	the	artwork	by	Jenny	Crompton,	an	Australian	Indigenous	
artist. Jenny Crompton lives on the Victorian Surf Coast, the land of her ancestors, the Wadawurrung. 
Crompton’s practice focuses on themes that explore the environment and Indigenous culture of her 
Country. Part of her process is walking the land and respectfully gathering natural materials, which allows 
her to reconnect to her culture and explore Aboriginal spirituality.

As a culmination of this unit, on Monday the 21st of May the students are going to visit the National Gallery 
of Victoria Australia (in Federation Square) where they are going to participate in a sculptural art making 
workshop. Inspired by Jenny Crompton's Sea Country Spirits, students will create their own creature from 
land, sea or sky.

S.T.E.M



to how people in design and technologies occupations address competing considerations, including 
sustainability, in the design of solutions for current and future use.. 

If you are able to support the Sustainability and Biological Science program this term, please let me know 
and keep your eyes out in the school newsletter or through classroom representative correspondence 
where	requests	for	volunteers	will	be	made.	Your	assistance	would	be	greatly	appreciated!

Throughout Semester 2, my intentions are to cover Digital Technologies, Earth and Chemical Science 
areas, in addition to a whole school National Science Week celebration in Term 3 (13th August), 
coordinated	as	a	whole	school	day	event.	If	you	are	able	to	offer	any	support	in	these	areas,	please	let	
me know. 

I am also collecting 2 litre plastic bottles. If you have any, these can be dropped into the S.T.E.M. learning 
area	(opposite	the	main	office).	

Foundation – Year 2

Foundation – Year 2 students have started the term by developing their understanding of living and non-
living things. As the term progresses, they will be developing their science literacy skills – drawing on 
observations of plants and animals, watching how things grow and change – to support their understanding 
of the needs of living things. 

Year 3/4s

Students	in	Years	3/4	will	explore	the	local	environment,	looking	at	urban	and	human	impacts	on	
the natural waterways. They will be exploring interdependence of living things, developing their 
scientific	literacy	through	experimental	observations	and	the	grouping	and	classification	of	living	
things (school yard safaris, composting, materials & biodegradables, mini-beasts, aquatic mini-
beasts).

Year 5/6s
Year	5/6s	have	begun	their	inquiries,	creating	a	concept	map	of	their	existing	knowledge	and	
understanding of the terms: adaption & survival; biodiversity; sustainability; human impacts; and 
technological	futures/solutions.	In	the	initial	weeks	of	term,	students	will	consider	how	different	animals/
plants	can	be	found	within	different	environments,	developing	their	understanding	of	structural	and	
behavioural forms of adaption. 

Later in the term, students will work on a small project, addressing components of Biological Science, 
Design & Technology and Sustainability curriculum.



On Tuesday night, our School Council 
convened with another packed agenda.  

First up was an overview of the School 
Budget process and this year’s budget 
for our new councilors. 

Council also endorsed the BSPS 
Strategic Plan, a key document that 
outlines our strategy over the next 4 
years.   Thank you to those members 
of the school community who gave 
feedback on our draft, and thank you in 
particular to Petra Stock for drafting a 
one-page	summary.			You	can	find	the	
full Strategic Plan document and the 
summary on our website.  

Following the 4 year Strategic Plan, 
the Council discussed a draft of the 
more detailed annual Implementation 
Plan.  Council also agreed to organize 
a parent session later in the year to 
share the details of the Strategic Plan, 
how it relates to the Implementation 
Plan and provide the opportunity to ask 
questions.  

Finally our sub-committees reported on 
their progress, including preparation 
for Winter Solstice and plans for 2 
new trees for the planter boxes in the 
Foundation/Year	1&2	quadrangle.		

Jeremy Scheurs

School Council Vice President

STEM WORKING GROUP
This year, in addition to weekly 
specialist classes in Performing  Arts, 
Visual Arts and Physical Education, 
BSPS commenced an additional 
specialist class in STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics). 
This is taught in English by Elke as the 
specialist teacher.

The STEM classes take a hands-on 
learning approach and engage students 
through the practical application of 
STEM concepts.  This class further 
supports the content taught in 
the learning areas through Italian 
(Mathematics and Science). Our 
program for STEM is aligned with the 
Victorian Curriculum documentation for 
Science, Design and Technology and 
parts of Mathematics.

This	is	the	first	year	that	BSPS	has	
delivered STEM as a subject and we 
have received overwhelming interest 
from	the	community	with	offers	of	
support. To help us maximise this 
support we have established a STEM 
Working Group to collectively draw 
on the expertise in our community. 
Throughout Semester 2 the focus in 
STEM will be on Digital Technologies 
and Earth & Chemical Sciences. We are 
also planning a whole school event for 
National Science Week in Term 3.

If you are interested in becoming 
involved in the STEM WG please email  
bspsstemwg@gmail.com		and/or	have	a	
chat with Madeleine Aikenhead (parent 
member of the school council).

Thanks,

Elke, Madeleine and Trevor. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT



LUNCH ORDERS 
Lunch orders are available Wednesday 
- Friday and are ordered through the 
QKR by mastercard app. The lunch 
orders are delivered to the school from 
a local cafe D1Uno. Please follow the 
step by step instructions to register 
your child

i

BSPS NOTICES 

WORKING BEE 
Some of our wonderful parents working on 
the retaining wall.

3/4 MURAL PROJECT & 
GARDENING CLUB    
Can you help us out? We are looking for 
donations of the following:

 � Matte wall paint in primary colours -          
red,blue,green and yellow.

 � Matte black wall paint 
 � Potting mix

If you have anything you can donate 
please	see	Kate	in	the	yard	or	3/4	area.	
Thanks!
YEAR 6 TRANSITON 
Secondary government 2019 Transition information packs for our current Year 6 students 
have been distributed this week. Please read the information carefully and return forms 
directly	to	Elke	or	to	the	office	so	they	can	be	passed	on	to	me.	If	you	missed	out	on	
receiving	one,	please	see	Elke	to	collect	one.	Additional	copies	are	also	in	the	office.	

If your child is enrolling in a non-government school, please return the form indicating 
this	as	confirmed	or	unconfirmed	place	so	that	this	can	be	recorded	against	students’	
transition documentation. 

Please note that forms are due back to school by Friday 11th May, 2018 (week 4). 

Placements	will	only	be	confirmed	in	August,	in	which	non-placement	appeals	process	can	
commence with secondary schools (closing date for this is 17th August, 2018). 

Please note you MUST nominate 3 schools for your preferences to be valid.

If you have any questions, please email me via the school email address (brunswick.
south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au) or drop in and see me in the STEM learning area Mondays 
to Thursdays.   Kind regards,   Elke Bleeker



 

BSPS MOTHERS DAY STALL    

Friday 11 May 
9.15am-11.30am 

 

Students will have the opportunity to buy a special gift 
for their mother or another special person 

Gifts will range from 50c to $20 

If you would like to keep your gift a secret please bring 
along a bag to hide your gift. 

 

If you are able to help out on our Mother’s Day Stall 
from 8.45 am please contact the office on 9380 1231 



To place an ad in the Community Notices  
section of the BSPS Newsletter,  

please contact our	School	Office	– 
brunswick.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

After School 
Art at BSP 

 

 

 

Mondays and Thursdays 3:30-5pm 
Run by Primary Teacher, Visual Artist and BSP parent Louella. 

 

WHERE:  School art room. 

WHO: Multi age sessions – Foundation to Year 6. Siblings can attend together. 

                            COST: $25 per session. Includes all materials and fruit snack. 

To book call Louella 0411033864  

or email louella@louellakennedy.com 



  
  

 

  

  

 
 
 

 

 

Welcome back to school – we hope you enjoyed your school holidays!  

This term we’re looking forward to making new friends and learning new things through play and social 

experiences. We’ll explore the environment in which we live in, broaden our creativity skills, build on our logic 

skills and practice the foundations of a healthy lifestyle through sport and physical development. There will also 

be time for cooking as well as quiet time for homework or relaxation and reading.  

We can’t wait to see you soon! 

  

 
See how we make kids smile 
You’re more than welcome to visit us in the program at any time. Meet the team and see how we make kids 

smile every day.  

We look forward to seeing you and your family soon.  

From the Team at Camp Australia 

 
Program Details 
To find out more about our program, view fees and to register visit  www.campaustralia.com.au and search 

for your school. 

 

 



We are looking for Year 4/5/6 
children to join our choir!

Do you have a son or daughter 
that loves to sing? The Yarra Voices is a 
new children's choir based in North Fitzroy and 
we are looking for new members!

Rehearsal times: Thursday 4.30-6pm for our 
Performance Choir (Year 4-6)

more information at www.theyarravoices.com

The Yarra Voices is an ex new children's choir created to provide a quality 
music education and choral experiences for children from all backgrounds. 
From our base in North Fitzroy, The Yarra Voices provides joyful music 
making in an environment designed to forge community based friendships. 

To book your child into 
one of these workshops 
please contact:

Renée Heron
Artistic director
theyarravoices@gmail.com
www.theyarravoices.com

    Contact Renee Heron to book a free trial class at theyarravoices@gmail.com










