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our values – 
the moral fibre which 
guides our culture
CONSTANT LEARNING
MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITY
COMPASSION
SENSE OF POSSIBILITY

FEBRUARY
Mon 15 Feb-Mon 5 April Year 1/2 

Swimming Program (Mondays) 

Tues 22 School Council Meeting

Mon 28 Foundation Students 

At School Full Time

MARCH
Mon 14 Labour Day Public Holiday 

No School

Tues 22  Student Led Conferences 1-7pm  

Mon 28-Wed 30 Year 5/6 Portsea Camp 

CALENDAR DATES

Monday 14 March

Labour Day Public Holiday

No School 
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Swimming
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Brunswick South Primary School 
has zero tolerance to child abuse 
and actively works to respond to, 
listen to, and empower children. 

WHAT’S INSIDE 
LE NOTIZIE DI TREVOR, 

LEARNING TO LEARN

BSPS NOTICES,

COMMUNITY NOTICES



 

COVID Update
Thanks for your vigilance in supporting our school 
over the past few weeks and to those who have 
diligently worn their masks during pick up and drop 
off, promptly picked up unwell children from school 
and those who have been quick to notify us of a 
positive case with their child. These things make 
a big impact and we have seen a slowing down 
of cases this week at school. We continue to post 
daily updates on Compass for only the families of 
students in affected learning groups, rather than 
whole cohorts.

The most current and up to date information 
remains on Compass. There are a few recent 
announcements for us this week and we will post 
any changes there to minimise confusion.

Art Room Refurbishment
We recently received an extremely generous 
donation from Co.As.It to undertake a 
refurbishment of our Art Room. We had to put the 
project on hold for most of last year due to the 
interruptions of COVID, but I’m very pleased to let 
you know that over the summer holidays the works 
have significantly progressed.

After years of neglect (and some termite damage) 
we had to completely replace the flooring – 
something we didn’t realise until we commenced 
the works. The room has had a fresh coat of paint, 
lighting repaired and now has air conditioning! Next 
week we’ll have the new cupboards, benches and 
sinks installed and then some final electrical and 
plumbing fit offs to wrap it all up. 

Some new stools will complete the look and we 
hope to make a bit of a feature out of the old tables 
in the fantastic new space. We can’t wait to share 
the final transformation with you and welcome the 
kids back into this space!

School/Home Communication
To help you get to know your child’s teachers and 
learning areas and see what fantastic work they’ve 
been up to, we have the following in place:

1. Learning Area Information Video: Usually 
we’d do this face to face, but we are unable to 
accommodate all families in each area. We have, 
however, become pretty tech savvy over the 
last couple of years and this year our teams are 
recording their sessions and will distribute links 
to videos online. You’ll still have the opportunity 
to clarify any questions or wonderings with teams 
either in person at pick up and drop off, or via email 
or phone. 

2. Student Learning Conferences: These have 
been booked to occur on Tuesday 22 March from 
1.00-7.00pm. Students will attend school in the 

LE NOTIZIE 

DI TREVOR                                          

If I was to describe 
the start of the 2022 school 

year at BSPS in one word, it would 
be FOCUSED. Our students have 
seamlessly made the transition to 
their new learning areas, with our 
staff setting them up for success. 
Even the impacts of some COVID 
cases at school hasn’t disrupted the 
momentum and we can’t wait to see 
what great things we can achieve this 
year!
School Review
One of the great opportunities we have to celebrate 
our success this year is our upcoming School 
Review. The Department of Education & Training 
(DET) support schools to undertake this process 
every four years and, with an external reviewer and 
team, we will get the opportunity to dig deep into 
the practices at BSPS. I’m really looking forward to 
the opportunity to celebrate our achievements over 
the past four years and build a shared direction for 
the next four. A little closer to the date I will share 
some additional information about this process, 
how it will look and how you can help us.

School Council
Next week, we have our first School Council 
meeting for 2022. It will be the last meeting with 
our 2021 council members and the focus of the 
meeting will be endorsing our subcommittee action 
plans for 2022 and approving many of the school’s 
operational and financial policies for the new 
year. Shortly we’ll begin the nomination process 
for our new School Council, with a couple of 
positions becoming available and I encourage those 
parents and carers who are interested to consider 
nominating. We’ll communicate the timeline for this 
process shortly – stay tuned.

Class Carers
Our Class Carers for 2022 have been finalised and 
thank you to those parents who have taken on 
the role to support home/school communication 
at BSPS. They will be in touch shortly (if not 
already) with some information about their role and 
opportunities for families to interact more in person 
this year. Thank you to Peter Matessi, Sharon 
Trinchi, and Jyoti Blencowe for taking on this 
role at BSPS and strengthening active participation 
in our school learning community.



BSPS SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 � President James Henry 

 � Vice President Madeleine Aikenhead 

 � Treasurer Dan Ziffer 

 � Parent Members Vicky Wilson, Romina Beltrame

 � Community Members John Hajek, Madeleine Aikenhead

 � DET Trevor Strolla, Marg Weymouth, Sarah Pavlidis 

SUB COMMITTEES
 � Building and Grounds James Henry 

 � Policies Marg Weymouth 

 � Community and Fundraising Annaleise Ronzan 

 � Bilingual Romina Baltrame 

 � OSHC Vicky Wilson

morning and the afternoon times will be scheduled 
in for these meetings. There has been a slight 
change of date from the one we originally planned 
in 2021, due to the 5/6 Camp. The purpose of 
these sessions is to allow our students to lead a 
discussion about their learning with you and an 
opportunity for parents, students and teachers to 
discuss this. 

3. Newsletter: For those families new to the 
school, our newsletter is released fortnightly on 
a Friday and includes a summary of the fantastic 
learning from our junior and senior learning areas, 
community announcements and a wrap up from 
leadership about the highlights of the fortnight. It’s 
a must read and fantastically produced by Mary 
who changes her finance hat for her graphic design 
hat!

The successful start to 2022 has been a team effort 
from all of us. We love the expression ‘start how 
you want to finish’ at BSPS and, with the start 
we’ve had, I’m certain this will be an outstanding 
year for our school. 

Have a fantastic weekend,
Trevor. 

onPsych is available at our school!

Do you find that your child is having emotional or 
behavioural issues? Are they struggling socially, 
academically? Brunswick South Primary School now 
has a registered mental health care social worker to 
support your child via Telehealth. 

Raquel Ugarte is a registered mental health 
care social worker who specialises in child and 
adolescent mental health. Her services are provided 
at the school at NO COST through Medicare bulk 
billing or NDIS. She will work collaboratively with 
you, your child, and the teachers to maximise 
opportunities for positive growth. 

If you believe that this might benefit you or your 
child, please contact the school office to request a 
Parent Pack for further information.



LEARNING TO LEARN

LEARNING TO LEARN

For the first two weeks of the school year, we 
launch our “Learning to Learn” program. This is 
a whole school program where the teachers and 
students set up the routines and expectations for 
the learning areas, establishing a safe and orderly 
learning environment. 

As part of the “Learning to Learn” program, we 
have a mentor text for the whole school that is 
unpacked and explored.  This years’ mentor text 
is “Say Yes”. The book is about two little girls, who 
were best friends. They did everything together. As 
they got older they weren’t allowed to do the same 
things anymore. Because they looked different. 
Because of the law. This is a story about the 
landmark 1967 Referendum, the two women 
came together to change the law…….

This mentor text aligns with the BSPS school 
values; 

Mutual responsibility

 � Stand up for the rights of others

 � Contribute to society and civic life 

 � Be accountable for one’s actions

Compassion 

 � Be aware and inclusive of others and their 
cultures  

 � Treat all people fairly

AND our pledge: “We treat all people fairly and 
stand up for the rights of others”

Each of the year levels took a slightly different look 
at the message in the mentor text.

In 3/4, “Say Yes” was all about compassion and 
the importance of inclusivity and respect. We 
focused on our responsibility to use our voices 
to stand up for the rights of others in the face of 
injustice.

Year 1/2

This year our ‘Learning to Learn’ program was 
centred around our whole school mentor text Say 
Yes. The 1/2 students spent 10 days becoming 
familiar with new teachers and each other,  setting 
up classroom routines and expectations, revising 
and demonstrating our school values and engaging 
in our Respectful Relationships program.  WOW! All 
of this in ten days! 



Foundation

During the first two weeks of term, the Foundation 
students completed the BSPS Learning to Learn 
Program. This year the theme of this program is 
“Say Yes” based on the text ‘Say Yes’ written by 
Jennifer Castles

Our primary focus was to teach our students ‘how 
to learn’ and equip them with the necessary skills 
and knowledge to ensure a successful start to 
the school year. Fundamentally, in Foundation, 
we focused on building respectful relationships, 
instilling our school motto and values, explicitly 
teaching Character Strengths, and creating 
consistent routines, expectations and procedures 
to foster a safe and meaningful learning 
environment! 

Here is our Foundation Learning Area ‘Say Yes’ 
display with our Foundation learning statement: 
We may all be different but at BSPS we grow 
together. 

During this program, we also created our 
Foundation 2022 Acknowledgement of Country. 
Here it is.

The Foundation Community of 2022 stand insieme 
as friends on the land of the Wurundjeri Woi 

Wurrung.

We work insieme, learning to respect, care and 
love all that is reflected in the sky, our mighty 

rivers and oceans, the mountains and valleys, the 
deserts and plains.

Grazie for Country and all that it gives us.

Feel free to read it 
with your child and 
ask them to show 
you the actions that 
match the words.

5/6 Learning to Learn Highlights

Writing our Acknowledgement of Country 
along Park St inspired by the local Flora and 
Fauna 



Physical Education

Learning to learn in PE

Foundation students having fun in PE.

They are learning how to listen to instructions, what 
the stop whistle means, how to rotate as a group 
and how to take turns.

As well as working on balance skills, ball skills, 
locomotor skills and tumbling skills.

Most importantly they are learning that in pe we 
have a great time being active.



BSPS NOTICES
BSPS NOTICES GREY WOLF AWARD 

Congratulations Finn, Eleni and Eve who were all 
presented with their Grey Wolf Award at Cubs 
recently. The Grey Wolf award is the highest 
achievement for a Cub Scout, and one that not all 
Cubs obtain. So for our three to do it as same time 
is amazing!

They’ve worked on their Grey Wolf for the past 
year and had to do quite a lot of their work 
remotely, whilst being leaders within their unit.  
As part of the Grey Wolf work they’ve attended a 
leadership course, done lots of badge work and led 
a group of cubs on a four hour adventure journey.  
They had to plan the whole hike, do practice runs, 
risk assessments and then on day supervise their 
Cub friends to make sure they were prepped and 
safe along the way.  Finn took his group on a 
walk up at Warburton around the aqueduct as an 
example.

5th Brunswick Scouts held a special ceremony and 
they were presented with their badges (one for 
uniform and a pin badge) and awards, and their 
names will go up on a special board at the hall.

PARENT PAYMENTS 
Curriculum Contributions and Tax Deductible 
Dontations to the Builiding and Library Fund can be 
made via Credit Card Payment or Direct Credit to 
the school bank account. See details below:       

 � Account name: Brunswick South Primary 
School                   

 � BSB:063 228  Account No:10018837 
Ref:Name

Thank you to all the families who have already 
made a contribution. These go a long way to 
supporting all learners at BSPS.

LUNCH ORDERS 
Lunch orders are available Wednesday - Friday and 
are ordered through the QKR by mastercard app. 
The lunch orders are delivered to the school from 
a local cafe D1Uno. Please follow the step by step 
instructions to register your child

ASTHMA, ANAPHYLAXIS & 
MEDICATION PLANS
Updated Asthma, Anaphylaxis and Medication Plans 
for 2022 need to be completed and returned to the 
office as soon as possible.  

If you need a form please collect from the school 
office.



COMMUNITY NOTICES 



Brunswick South Primary
NEW TO TEAMKIDS?

JOIN OUR 
FREE FUN!

RED LIGHT - GREEN LIGHT
CHUCK THE CHICKEN

DODGEBALL
AND SO MUCH MORE!

What’s on this term...

HELLO 
TERM1

Welcome to TeamKids 
2022! We have an 

EXCITING year planned. 
See you soon!

WATCH OUR QUICK VIDEO
vimeo.com/638516418

HOW TO REGISTER?

Head to teamkids.com.au/register
Allow 10-15 min to set up your account.

HOW TO BOOK?

1. Sign in to your TeamKids account.
2. Select the following: » Add/change 
 bookings » Care Type » Child’s Name 
 » Date (it will turn green).
3. Click “Next”.
4. Double check your bookings 
 and click “Confirm Changes”.

teamkids.com.au  | 1300 035 000
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TEDDY BEARS 
PICNIC

END OF TERM 
CELEBRATIONS!

AUTUMN SCHOOL 
HOLIDAYS

BRUNSWICK SOUTH  
PRIMARY

MOBILE  0439 283 509


