TERM
TWO

WHAT’S INSIDE

BSPS
End of Term One
Picnic

LE NOTIZIE DI TREVOR, YR 3/4,
YR 5/6, SPECIALISTS,
COMMUNITY NEWS

our values –
the moral fibre which
guides our culture

CONSTANT LEARNING
MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITY
COMPASSION
SENSE OF POSSIBILITY
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ASSEMBLY DATES
Monday 17 May 9am
Junior School (Foundation Hosting)
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SATURNALIA
BSPS Winter Solstice

CALENDAR DATES
MAY

Tues 11-Thurs 13 NAPLAN

Tues 18- Fri 21 Yr 3/4 Swimming
Tues 25- Fri 28 Yr 3/4 Swimming
Wed 26 National Sorry Day
Fri 28-Thurs 3 June Reconciliation
Week

JUNE

Saturday 19 June

Mon 14 Queen’s Birthday

5-8pm

Public Holiday No School

Monday 24 May 9am

Sat 19 Saturnalia

Senior School (YR 5/6 Hosting)

BSPS Winter Solstice

56 Brunswick Road BRUNSWICK EAST 3057 . t 9380 1231 . e brunswick.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
w www.brunswicksouthps.vic.edu.au
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The ever-shifting
weather has us rugged up
in the mornings and losing layers
in the afternoon sun. We’ve also seen a
run of sick and unwell students and staff
(myself included) as we begin to transition
into the colder months of the year.

IF YOU ARE SICK, STAY
HOME!
Last year did expose our ‘soldier on’ approach to
work and school when unwell. Being forced to stay
home when you are unwell can be a challenge,
but we know how important that message is. It is
something we can’t be complacent with and as we
head into cold and flu season. We do ask you to
keep your child at home if they are unwell and until
symptoms have fully resolved.

MOTHER’S DAY STALL
Today we are hosting our Mother’s Day stall. Thank
you to those families who have taken the time
to make and donate something to the stall. This
week, we received advice from DET that did not
recommend the selling of food that has not been
prepared in a registered and regulated kitchen.
As such, we had to put a late halt to baked items
from home, but some very enthusiastic volunteers
used our school kitchen to ensure there are sweet
treats for all on Sunday morning! We are sorry for
any inconvenience caused and to any families who
were quick to start baking at home. Thank you to
the parent volunteers who have coordinated our
Mother’s Day Stall this year in record time and
mammoth effort!

TRASH ‘N’ TREASURE
Our Student Community and Fundraising Action
Team have been busy preparing for our first student
fundraiser for 2021. The Trash ‘n’ Treasure was held
last Friday and raised a total of $350. Students
are keen to contribute this amount to a new senior
playground. We did keep this fundraiser pretty low
key (aware that an influx of donations would lead
to some storage or disposal issues for us) but for
the first attempt it was a definite success!

NAPLAN
Next week from Tuesday to Thursday, our Year
3 and Year 5 students will participate in NAPLAN
testing for writing, reading, language conventions
and mathematics. These tests are a snapshot in
time and give you feedback about how your child
performed on that particular day. The tests provide
the school with an indication of the strengths
of our teaching and learning program, highlight
areas for us to focus and also help us evaluate the
effectiveness of teaching in a bilingual model. We
expect our students to approach these tests just
as they would for any other assessment at school
and see it as just another day. The effort we put
into NAPLAN preparation is generally focused on
supporting students with what to expect from the
test, e.g. multiple choice responses, structure of
tests and the test conditions in the learning area,
rather than trying to ‘cram’ all the knowledge and
skills required for success. NAPLAN results are
usually received towards the end of term three.

CROSS COUNTRY & INTER
SCHOOL SPORT
On Wednesday, we had 50 students represent BSPS
at regional cross country. I received some very
positive feedback from the staff and parents who
attended about how well our students conducted
themselves on the day and the support they gave
each other. Well done to those who had the chance
to represent BSPS at this event and set such a
positive example for the wider community.

EARLY ARRIVALS
Yard duty teachers supervise from 8.45am onwards
and students in the yard before this time are
unsupervised. We ask for your support in making
sure your child arrives at school after 8.45am and
they are collected by 3.45pm. These rules are in
place to help us meet our duty of care for students
and ensure that adequate supervision is provided
during the school day.

BODY SAFETY AUSTRALIA
SESSIONS
The Department of Education recently announced
the mandatory teaching of consent in all Victorian
schools. This has been part of our curriculum for
a while now at BSPS as part of our involvement
in the Safe Schools Program from 2016 and being
recognised as a Respectful Relationships Lead
School from 2020. As some of this work was put on
hold during 2020, we have reengaged Body Safety
Australia to run some sessions for all students
and parent/carer workshops early next term. The
teaching of these topics, including consent, is
taught in an age-appropriate manner and relevant
to the different ways students interact and relate

to each other, e.g. in Foundation students might
learn about asking permission to share a child’s toy
or belongings, or asking someone before they give
them a hug.

DIGITAL PLATFORMS AND
USE OF TECHNOLOGY
It was about this time last year that we were
diving head first into a sea of technology. Students,
families and staff all had to learn a range of new
skills on new platforms in order to make remote
learning work. For a school that had often been
described as ‘analogue’ when it came to technology,
our learning had to be rapid and on the spot.
Twelve months on there are some aspects of our
practice which have continued to become part of
our normal curriculum program.

GOOGLE CLASSROOM/SEE SAW

Let’s go back to our analogy about the scissors.
In a world where our kids are growing up in a
digital age different to what previous generations
have experienced, we are caught between the
dilemma of the benefits and disadvantages. The
Gonski study highlighted the need for “children to
adopt and learn ways of living responsible, safe
and healthy lives in the digital world around them”
(2020).
Our work at BSPS will be to continue to educate
students on safe and responsible use of digital
technologies and explicitly teach the skills outlined
in the Victorian Digital Technology Curriculum.
We will explore opportunities to further engage
our community and provide support for families
to engage in positive digital habits at home and
continue to reflect on how we can do things better
to support all learners.

Our senior students predominantly use Google
Classroom to complete their weekly homework,
with junior students using See Saw to document
learning tasks and Epic to support the home
reading program. Teachers have noted a greater
uptake and engagement with homework being
provided in these formats, as well as the
opportunity for families to support, become
involved and for students to receive feedback on
tasks with relative ease.

We are also planning some adjustments to student
email addresses and passwords to ensure students
can continue to interact safely online. For families
who wish their child to opt out of using digital
platforms, please contact the school to arrange this.

My favourite analogy about the use of technology is
that it should be seen in the same way as a pair of
scissors; you take it out when you need it and when
you’re done you put it back. Our kids don’t need to
walk around with a pair of scissors in their hands
all day and nor do they need digital devices in the
same way.

Happy Mother’s Day on Sunday to the
mothers, grandmothers, aunties, sisters and
all the special women in our lives.

If you’d like to read more about the Gonski study
you can do so here: https://www.gie.unsw.edu.au/
GUDAustralia and our Digital Learning Policy can be
accessed on the policies page on our website.

Trevor.

There is much research on technology and the
impact it has on education. The opportunity for
increased collaboration, to represent learning in
different formats and interact with others in real
time regardless of geographic location are all
elements we have experienced firsthand throughout
2020.
The benefits, however, come with a shadow and a
2020 study from the Gonski Institute for Education
found that 84% of teachers believed devices to be
a distraction in the classroom and 78% reporting a
reduction in student empathy and 60% reduction
in physical activity. Statistics around cyber bullying
and harassment are also a cause for concern. A
digital connect also doesn’t allow for the clear
distinction of school and home (just as the same
exists for many of us and our work). Being always
‘available’ creates an environment when it can be
difficult to switch off leading to an impact on mental
health and wellbeing.

SIBLING ENROLMENTS
To assist us with planning for next year please
hand any sibling enrolments to the office as soon
as possible. Thank you

YR 6 TO YR 7 SECONDARY
SCHOOL APPLICATION
Parents/carers return the Application for Year 7
Placement 2022 form to their child’s government
primary school by Friday 14 May
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Does rote learning multiplication facts have a
place?
At BSPS, from when a student is ready, they will be
exposed to the concept of multiplicative thinking,
which is basically a fancy way to say ‘to build
their understanding of number relations through
multiplication and division’.
In Foundation this can look like making groups of
objects to represent multiplication – I have 2 groups
of 3, so 6 altogether. In Grade 6, these fundamental
skills are fostered and help students complete high
order tasks, with increased complexity, involving
fractions, decimals, percentages, ratios and so on.
Whilst we don’t model rote learning of multiplication
facts at BSPS, we build student’s capabilities using
multiplication through scaffolded rich tasks that
require them to draw on their multiplicative thinking
skills to solve problems. This ultimately gets the
student closer to understanding what multiplication
is beyond recall.

RECONCILIATION WEEK
What is Reconciliation Week?
 Reconciliation Week is a time to educate
ourselves and others about Indigenous
rights. This year the theme for Reconciliation
Week is ‘More than a Word.’ This means that
reconciliation needs action, not just talking.

When is it?
 Reconciliation Week this year is on the same
date as always, starting from May 27th to
June 3rd.

What is the R.A.T organising?
 The Reconciliation Action Team (RAT) will be
organising fundraisers to raise money for a
First Nations charity or for the school to invite
a Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung person to come
in for an incursion. 2021 is the year to take
action!

From R.A.T members, Ramona and James
YR 3/4

Never fear, however! Rote learning multiplication
facts does have a place and doing so can serve a
child with recall and efficiency, particularly in high
school. Practice at home, pin your multiplication
chart on the toilet door, play card games that
require knowing multiplication facts, recall them at
the dinner table.
This too, can empower your child to be confident
when asked to answer multiplication fact questions
as they grow in the world.
Aimee Gumina – Mathematics Learning
Specialist

REMINDER TO PARENTS!
We need to know when your child is absent
from school. Please let us know preferably
prior to 9am, by phone: 9380 1231 or
email: brunswick.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au .
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PARENTS & CARERS PLEASE NOTE
–
The Rathdowne St school gate will now be
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In term 2, in our 5/6 Literacy we have been
learning about immigration. We are learning the
appropriate topic specific vocabulary. In addition we
have been reading Arrival. The story is a wordless
graphic novel, which means we have been having
to infer the events in the story. The story is about
a man who flees his home to find a stable living
environment (foreign country) for him and his
family. The book also has visual metaphors such as
monsters that are presenting fear in his homeland.
This story helps us relate to the people that flee
their country for a better living.

This term in Maths we have been measuring
the distance between our jumps and flicking
paper. We used these measurements to answer
questions such as ‘what is the difference
between your estimate and your actual length’.
In Scienze we have been seeing, hearing
and feeling different campione (samples) and
figuring out where they might come from. We
have been looking at materials such as il suolo,
tambark, rametti e le foglie, sabbia e le rocce.
In Reading and Lettura we have been focusing on
inferencing which means to ‘read between the lines’
and to look for clues in a text and figuring out what
the author is trying to tell you.
In Writing and Scrittura we have been focusing
on sharpening up our writing with technical
vocabulary to better improve our skills writing
informative texts.

In Scienze we are learning about la cellula vegetale
(plant cells) and cellula animale (animal cells). We
are studying the difference between them to build
our understanding about cells. We are learning to
identify ‘a cellula vegetale’ e ‘la cellula animale’.
For example la cellula vegetale has vacuole: riserve
di acqua. Both of the cells have un nucleo [core],
citoplasma [cytoplasm] and membrana [membrane].
We looked into a microscope to insearch for
microorganisms (microorganism).
Check out how we extract DNA dalle fragole
(strawberries):
Un esperimento divertente e interessante!

In Humanities we have been creating our
own timelines with pictures and captions about
significant events in Australian history, dating back
as far as 63000 BCE!
From Ema and Zara
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District Cross Country 2021
Over 40 grade 3 to 6 students competed in
District Cross Country on Wednesday. It is a huge
achievement to be selected and I would like to
congratulate all the students who were able to race.
The run is either 2km or 3km over mixed terrain,
track, grass, mud and a decent hill that the
students ran up twice. The pace was extremely
competitive and the students all put in a huge
effort.
The following students came in the top ten for their
age group and will progress to the next level at
Division Cross Country, Thursday 5 June.
 10 year boys – Takashi Beaumont, Bastian
Bartolo
 10 year girls – Zara Bloom, emergency Amelie
Masclef
 11 year girls - Freya Lightfoot
 12 year boys – Knox Pain, Lewis Nowicki,
Luke Scammell, Christian Lazzaro and
emergency Louis Henry

Thanks to Jane Scammel and Stephanie McQueen
for acting as marshals on the day.
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Grade 3/4
This term, Grade 3/4 students are exploring
“Monuments Around the World”. Every week, we
will focus on a different man-made monument,
investigating the materials used in its construction
and the significance of the monument to its original
creators, and populations today. The students
will then recreate the monument using a range of
different materials such as Lego, clay, plasticine,
sugar cubes, pipe-cleaners, straws and paper,
which they assess in terms of its suitability to the
particular structure they are building.
Grade 5/6
This term, Grade 5/6 students are learning about
different types of electrical circuits. In our first
session, they received a party bag containing
globes, wires, batteries and other bits and pieces.
They then had to work out how many different
ways they could power one light with one battery
and then two lights with two batteries. Whilst some
batteries and globes died in the name of science
(aka short circuiting), the students eventually
figured out how an electrical circuit works and the
importance of matching your globe with the correct
voltage battery.
In our next session, we focussed on switches and
conductive materials. The students made their own
switch and created an electrical circuit with tinfoil
instead of wire.
This week, students made an “Art Bot” by applying
weight to a motor (stuck to a container with texta
“legs”) so it would jiggle around and move in rough
circles creating a drawing. They have placed their
bot’s art in the gallery in the hope of winning the
art prize (a sticker).
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Inspired by Melinda Harper’s colourful artwork,
students created their own abstract collage. While
it was clearly a celebration of IL COLORE (=colour),
LA FORMA (=shape) and IL MOTIVO (=pattern),
students also had to think carefully about LA
COMPOSIZIONE (=composition) before gluing their
pieces. Ask your children to describe their artwork
and reveal the title. Bravissimi Grade 3/4 and Grade
5/6!

SATURNALIA
BSPS
WINTER SOLSTICE

MORE INFORMATION COMING SOON !

B

O
N
S
P
S

S
E
TIC

TIM READ MP UPDATE
Dear parents and carers,
Each year before the State budget, I inform the
Treasurer and Education Minister about the budget
priorities for all the state schools in Brunswick.
After speaking with your Principal, Trevor, this year,
I’ve asked the Government for funding to upgrade
the courtyard to stop flooding.
The budget will be handed down on May 20th - so
I’ll let you know if the funding has been allocated.
I’ve also been doing some work to improve road
safety in the area. As part of this, I will be meeting
with the Department of Transport (DoT) in the
coming weeks to discuss improving the Brunswick
Road/Ewing St pedestrian crossing. I will also be
raising the issue of removing the DoT restrictions
on the easement of land running through the
school to allow the school to freely change the use
of this land. I have spoken with the council about
improving the Miller/John St roundabout, they have
informed me they will be looking at the possibility
of installing some ‘pram ramps’ here.
As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out with
any questions or to raise any concerns.
Be in touch,
Tim Read
Member for Brunswick

END OF TERM PICNIC
It was lovely to see all our families back on the
school grounds enjoying a much needed catch up.
Thank you to our School Council for organising the
event, Alice and Giuliana for the entertainment
and Art Display, our students for participating in
the parade and dancing, BSPS staff and to all the
amazing families who helped with the BBQ.
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Calling all Dads in Moreland
Come along to our
Dads Night In

TUESDAY 27 APRIL 2021
9.15am - 11.30am:
Our school in action

12th of May 2021
7pm to 8.30pm

@ Lobbs Cafe, 589-591 Sydney Rd
Please RSVP to SPatitsas@moreland.vic.gov.au
BY 1st of May

• Student-led tours
• Principal's presentation (9.20am and
10.20am)
• Information hub
11am - 11.30am

6.20pm: Presentation

(repeat session from morning)

YEAR 7 2022
ACE PROGRAM
APPLICATIONS NOW
OPEN
Closing date 23 April
See website for details:
nhs.vic.edu.au

Panel guests, Scott Davison (Dads Train podcast), Dom Alford
(Relationships Australia) and Adam Tardif (Dads Group)

ENGAGERESPECTTRUST
FITZROYHIGHOPENDAY2021
OPEN DAY: Thursday 6 May
th

BOOKING ESSENTIAL FOR ALL SESSIONS @:
trybooking.com/BQFWN

Each session will begin with an information session followed
by a student led tour which will offer prospective students
and their families the opportunity to see the whole school in
action. An additional evening session has also been added.

fitzroyhs.vic.edu.au

BRUNSWICK SOUTH TEAMKIDS

NEWSLETTER
WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING
Hello families and welcome back to TeamKids. We hope you
have all had a great start to term two.

TEAMKIDS CLUBS

ASC WEEK: 4 - 10

Clubs Update:

MONDAY

At the end of term one the kids voted for the following clubs to
run in term two – STEM, epic games, mindfulness, art and
cooking. These clubs run during after school care on the set
days as listed in orange. At the start of this term, we had some
brainstorms and chose the following themes:

TUESDAY

STEM Club: chemical reactions

STE M

E P IC G A M E S

WEDNESDAY

Epic Games Club: fun with fitness

M IN D F U L N E S S

Mindfulness Club: relaxation and happiness
Art Club: painting techniques
Cooking Club: healthy versions of our favourite sweets

THURSDAY
ART

Before School Care Breakfast Special:

FRIDAY

Did you know that not only do we serve toast, cereal and fruit
for breakfast in before care, but we also have a daily special.
Chosen by the kids, these specials are also planned activities
where the kids learn how to cook them. So far this term we
have had waffles, pancakes, DIY eggs, breakfast quesadillas
and toasties – yum!

C O O K IN G

Please remember to log onto your account to make a booking & if
your child has a medical condition or additional need, please speak
to our friendly staff so we can support you with this.

IMPORTANT DATES
THURS 13TH MAY
Before school care special: waffles with yogurt
and berries

FRI 14TH May
After school care cooking club: blueberry muffins
Service Mobile: 0439 283 509

Service Email: brunswicksouthsps@teamkids.com.au

Office Phone:

Office Email:

1300 035 000

info@teamkids.com.au

Save 10% on an "Understanding Italian" course with discount code:
BSPS

Scan the QR
code for more
info

www.iicmelbourne.weteachme.com

#Italian grammar structures
#Italian pronunciation
#Asking questions
#Translation tips and tricks
#Taught in English

TO SIGN UP PLEASE CLICK THE LINK HTTPS://WETEACHME.COM/L/36JK528R

