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our values – 
the moral fibre which 
guides our culture
CONSTANT LEARNING
MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITY
COMPASSION
SENSE OF POSSIBILITY

 

MARCH
Mon 13 Labour Day Public Holiday

 No School

Tues 28 Student Led Conferences

APRIL
Thurs 6 End of Term 1 

2.30pm Dismissal

Mon 24 Curriculum Day (No School)  

Tues 25 ANZAC DAY (No School)

Wed 26 First Day of Term 2  

CALENDAR DATES

March 28 

Student Led Conferences

Students Dismissed

 at 12pm
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Brunswick South Primary School 
has zero tolerance to child abuse 
and actively works to respond to, 
listen to, and empower children. 

WHAT’S INSIDE 
LE NOTIZIE DI TREVOR, 

YR 3/4, YR 5/6,

SPECIALISTS,

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

Mon 6 March 9am  Yrs 3/4 Hosting

Mon 27 March 9am  Yrs 1/2 Hosting 

Thurs 6 April  2pm  Foundation Hosting
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excursions process, with the school now required 
to get annual permission for these, rather than 
at enrolment. You will find an event on Compass 
for your child for any local walks or excursions for 
2023. There is no cost for this event, but each child 
requires consent. This means we can take children 
to local libraries, go on walks in the neighborhood 
or visit local parks. Teachers will let you know 
via Compass when these are occurring, but the 
permission covers your child for the school year.

NAPLAN
Our Year 3 and Year 5 students will soon be in 
the midst of NAPLAN testing for writing, reading, 
language conventions and mathematics. The tests 
are a little earlier than usual this year and. for 
BSPS, this is the second year our students will be 
doing the tests online. 

NAPLAN testing is a snapshot in time and gives 
us feedback about how our kids perform on 
that particular day. The tests provide us with 
an indication of the strengths of our teaching 
and learning program, highlight areas for us to 
focus and also help us evaluate the effectiveness 
of teaching in a bilingual model. We expect our 
students to approach these tests just as they would 
any other task at school and try their personal best. 
NAPLAN results are usually received in term three, 
but possibly a little earlier this year due to the tests 
being online. 

Students are not required to study, prepare or 
do anything in the lead up to these tests. Year 3 
students may participate in some ‘practice’ tests at 
school to get them familiar with the testing genre. 
The best preparation is a good night’s sleep and a 
healthy breakfast!

Camp – Thank you
We’ve ticked off one of our camps for the year 
with our 5/6 students back from their trip away to 
Campaspe Downs. The students spent three very 
warm days doing some raft building, canoeing, aero 
ball and, my personal favourite, some laser tag! 
The students and staff didn’t let the warm weather 
get in the way of a good time and everyone came 
back enthusiastic to share the details of their time 
away. Our gratitude goes out to our teachers, who 
spent time away from their own family and friends 
to accompany our kids; Eamon, Chiara, Anna, 
Aydan, Caro, Eileen, Jarrod, Hayley – GRAZIE!

We were also chuffed to receive a follow up email 
from the camp this week, “Management mentioned 
how great your teachers and students were while 
on camp. Respectful and courteous were some of 
the words that came out of our Centre Manager’s 
mouth. So, well done!”

It’s significant that our community left such a 
significant impact that a camp would email almost 
a fortnight after the camp to pass on this feedback. 
What a testament to our fantastic 5/6 students and 
how well they conduct themselves in and out of 
school. 

Ciao for now,

Trevor.

LE NOTIZIE 

DI TREVOR                                          

This week our youngest 
learners completed their first 

full week at school! The Foundation 
students have had Wednesdays off in 
February to complete their English and 
Mathematics Online assessments. There 
were a few weary faces as the week 
progressed, but we are in awe of how well 
this group of students have settled in to 
school.
Farewell Hayley
This week we say farewell to Hayley McKenzie, who 
has been a casual teacher at BSPS since 2016. No 
other casual teacher has had the profound impact 
that Hayley has had on our school. She has worked 
closely with so many of our students, staff and 
families and many of our students see Hayley as a 
special adult in their lives. We wish Hayley all the 
best for her move to the Gold Coast and know that 
her presence at BSPS will be long remembered. 

School Council
Our 2022 School Council met this week for our final 
meeting. We acknowledged and thanked departing 
members, Romina Beltrame and John Hajek for 
their contributions to our school. Both Romina and 
John have been instrumental in the establishment 
of our Bilingual Sub Committee and strengthening 
promotion of our school to the Italian and wider 
community. 

Kylie Doust and Dan Ziffer will continue their 
tenure in to our 2023 School Council and we have 
a vacancy for a further parent member position 
that is due to close this week. Marg Weymouth 
was nominated as the Department of Education 
member.

Our School Council plays an active role in 
supporting the school through improving 
governance, fundraising, overseeing buildings and 
grounds and developing school policies. 

Communication
As you know, our office is the central point for 
communication at our school. Teachers are always 
more than happy to have a chat over the phone, 
respond to an email or have a quick chat to you 
before and after school. 

Keep in mind that teachers are teaching during the 
day and cannot take phone calls during class time. 
The office can pass on any urgent messages and 
the teachers will respond to you as soon as they 
are able to. 

Local walks and excursions
We have made a change to our local walks and 



“What makes a good mathematician?” 

This is a question we explore with the students 
across the school. Based on research by Jo Boaler, 
there are seven aspects that we reinforce and 
encourage with our mathematicians at BSPS. They 
are: 

‘Everyone can be good at maths’, ‘Learn from 
making mistakes’, ‘Ask Questions’, ‘Be creative’, 
‘Communicate and ask questions’, ‘Focus on 
learning, not winning’, and ‘Take your time’.

As a school, we are working towards embedding 
the four proficiencies into all mathematics learning 
to enhance student voice and create confident and 
creative mathematicians.

The four proficiencies are Understanding, Fluency, 
Reasoning and Problem Solving. Here are the 
success criteria, which we use in our lessons at 
BSPS:

NUMERACY 
NUMERACY 

Maths at BSPS!

Hello everyone, my name is Toby 
and I am the Maths Learning 
Specialist at BSPS. My other role 
this year is the accelerated learning 
tutor in year 1/2. I have been at 
BSPS since 2015 and absolutely 
love what I do!

We sat down with some year 3/4 students to ask them 
about the proficiencies. Here is what they said…

“Why do you think it is important to learn about the 
four proficiencies?”

“So you can correctly use them help your maths” – Arlo 

“So that we can justify and reason” – Sofia Z

“It helps you solve maths problems and you will be able 
to justify problems and solutions” – Gia 

“Because if you couldn’t use them you couldn’t do 
everyday problems” – Gabe 

“What proficiencies have you focused on and 
practiced in the Learning to Learn program and 
how did you practice using them?”

“We’ve used all of them but we’re used reasoning the 
most” – Arlo 

“All of them but the most one we have been focusing on 
is reasoning maths problems” – Sofia 

“We’re practising reasoning and we’ve been doing 
accountable talk and learning to reason while solving 
maths problems” – Gia 

“We have been focusing on reasoning and using this 
proficiency to justify our answers” – Gabe 

Which proficiencies success criteria do you feel 
most confident with and why?

“Just fluency because you really use your most efficient 
way” – Arlo 

“All four because we have been using them for the past 4 
weeks” – Sofia 

“I can represent maths concepts in different ways 
because I have used different strategies in the past 
weeks” – Gabe 

“I can use my working out and thinking to prove whether 
something is true or false for examples in Which one 
Doesn’t belong it has been helping me a lot and I feel like 
I have more connections with resoning” – Gia 

Which proficiencies success criteria do you feel like 
you need to focus on more and why?

“Understanding because I’m not good with concepts” – 
Arlo 

“Problem solving to plan how I can solve a problem and 
justify why” – Sofia 

“Compared and contrast maths concepts because I have 
to find the most efficient way to solve maths problems 
and understanding while solving maths problems” Gia 

“I can make connections between different maths 
concepts because I am not using the easiest way” – Gabe 



YEARS 3/4
YEARS 3/4

Have a read of all the wonderful learning the 3/4s 
have been up to! See our Journalist’s take on 
different subject areas!

Charlotte Monk - IDENTITY 

In Humanities, we have been learning to 
understand our personal and social health and to 
create a safe community. We are making a gender 
friendly place. I loved when we were doing our 
acrostic poems. 

Zoe Frazetto - MATHS 

This February we have been learning about the 
four proficiencies: Understanding, Problem Solving, 
Reasoning and Fluency. So far, my fave task has 
been Candy Crush it’s fun and hard all at once! 

This week, we have been learning about Place 
Value. Personally, my goal is to rename. It has been 
so fun in maths these past five weeks!! 

Elliott Ziffer - READING

In Reading, we have been learning about syllables 
and chunking. I’ve loved lots of things about 
reading. One of my favourite books to read is 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory because there 
are so many twists and turns. 

Frida Nesa Hardiford - Writing 

We have been learning things about paragraphs. We 
have been writing paragraphs about Winn-Dixie and 
fishing off paragraphs that are missing parts or are 
not finished. My favourite thing in writing is writing 
cool topics. And making the paragraphs interesting, 
funny and lots of DRAMA! 

Thanks for reading. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL
SCHOOL COUNCIL

The 2022 BSPS School Council met for our last 
meeting on 28 February 2023.  We farewelled 
Romina Beltrame and John Hajek and thanked them 
for their fantastic work leading and developing 
the bilingual sub-committee.  This committee 
has assisted with several great initiatives such as 
CO.AS.IT Italian classes for parents, a film viewing 
night at the Italian film festival, developed a video 
to highlight the school as bilingual and forged 
relationships with several schools many of which 
are bilingual Italian schools.  I would like to thank 
John and Romina for their time and contribution 
to BSPS as school council members.

We welcomed Dan Ziffer and Kylie Doust back, 
who will be continuing as BSPS council members in 
2023.  There is still one more vacancy in a parent 
position and I hope that we receive further interest 
in filling this position.  The first council meeting for 
the 2023 council is  on Tuesday 28 March.

We were pleased to see that there had been some 
minor surfacing works take place over the new 
year break to the running track and the some 
further works have been approved and funded by 
the Victorian School Building Authority.   These 
works include improvements to the Brunswick Rd 
and Rathdowne St fences, some drainage repairs 
and rectification of the staff toilet area which had 
extensive termite damage.  It is great to see these 
much needed repairs progressing.

The school council members and subcommittee 
leaders hope to meet and welcome our newer 
families to the school, and as always we would 
love for you get involved in one of the several 
subcommittees.  Please keep an eye out for call 
outs on Compass, the Newsletter and through your 
class carer.

I hope your kids have had a good start to the 
school year - here’s to a great 2023.

Madeleine Aikenhead

BSPS School Council President 



CAMPASPE DOWNS CAMP

On the 15th, 16th and 17th of February  the 5/6  

students have had the best of their time at 
Campaspe Downs camp. Throughout their time 
here, they have faced numerous challenges 
that have tested their resilience, determination, 
and teamwork skills. They have risen to every 
challenge, demonstrating outstanding character and 
strength.

One of the most impressive things about the 5/6 
children is the great care and consideration they 
have shown towards one another. They have been 
supportive and encouraging, building each other up 
and helping each other through the tough times. 
It is clear that they have formed deep bonds and 
friendships that will last for years to come.

Furthermore, they have demonstrated a profound 
love and appreciation for nature. They have 
explored the great outdoors, learning about 
the environment and the wildlife around them. 
They have shown great respect and care for the 
natural world, and we know that they will carry 
this appreciation with them long after they leave 
Campaspe Downs.

Overall, it has been an absolute pleasure to watch 
the children grow and thrive during their time at 
camp. They have faced challenges head-on, shown 
great character, and supported each other every 
step of the way. We wish that this experience will 
stay with them for a long time, and that they will 
continue to show the same level of resilience, care, 
and love for nature in all aspects of their lives.

Thank you for entrusting your children to us.

The 5/6 Teaching Team

YEARS 5/6
YEARS 5/6



Week 5 marked our first 100 days at school and we were 
so excited to share this accomplishment with each other 
and our families. 

We started the celebration with a special assembly for our 
parents and carers. We sang songs from our daily routine 
and we did a special dance and drum performance with 
Lucy that we prepared in Teatro (Performing Arts). Our 
highlight was a special slideshow our teachers prepared 
for us, with photos from our time in Foundation so far. 

We had so much fun watching and remembering the good 
times! We can only imagine the great things that await us 
next! 

PEPE
In PE, the senior students have been exploring 
field hockey skills like dribbling, passing, trapping, 
and shooting for goal. We have also played games 
where you need to defend your ball from ‘a shark’ 
and are working towards playing a mini version of a 
proper game. 

The 3/4 student group is very lucky to have a coach 
from Volleyball Victoria to help them develop the 
skills needed to play over the next four weeks. It’s 
also a great help to me when planning volleyball-
focused lessons for the other year groups. 

The senior students’ attitude to learning and 
behaviour in our PE lessons has been wonderful. 
Keep it up!

PERFORMING ARTS

PERFORMING ARTS

Making drama and expressing ourselves using basic 
costumes. It is always a privilege to witness the 
spontaneity and creativity the students display.  



Year 3/4 

This term, the Year 3/4 students are exploring 
“Monuments Around the World”. Every week, we 
will focus on a different man-made monument, 
investigating the materials used in its construction 
and the significance of the monument to its original 
creators, and populations today. The students 
will then recreate the monument using a range of 
different materials such as Lego, clay, plasticine, 
sugar cubes, pipe-cleaners, straws and paper, 
which they assess in terms of its suitability to the 
particular structure they are building. 

 STEM STEM
Year 5/6 

This term the Year 5/6 students are exploring 
engineering and technology in the medieval era.  
Students will be tinkering with drawbridges, pulleys, 
catapults and other simple machines as well as 
exploring the principles of castle design as they 
make a medieval castle using Minecraft blocks. 

Their current challenge is to construct a castle 
gatehouse, with a functional drawbridge, that 
is able to withstand an attack from a variety of 
different forces (in our case, a remote control 
monster truck and a tennis ball projected by a ball 
thrower).  Students have to consider the strength 
of the materials they use and introduce structural 
elements such as frames and braces to reinforce 
their structure.   They also have to weigh up 
competing considerations such as a more secure 
door versus a faster closing system and consider 
features such as turrets and other visible defenses 
that would intimidate and deter approaching 
invaders. 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Friday 3rd March3.30 - 8.00pm
plant stall THURSDAY 27th APRIL 2023

9.15am - 11.30am
Come and see our school in action!

Student-led tours
Principal's presentation; 

Information hub
       9.20am and 10.20am

       11 am - 11.30am
 

6.20pm: Online presentation 
(repeat session from morning)

 

Bookings only required for Principal's presentation due to
seating capacity. 

Click here to reserve your seat.

ALL AGES AND ABILITIES WELCOME
BOYS, GIRLS, MIXED TEAMS U8 TO U16

@NBJFCGIANTS

NORTHBRUNSWICKGIANTSJFC

GIANTSJFC.COM.AU

TTHHEE
GGIIAANNTTSS

PPLLAAYY  FFOOOOTTYY  WWIITTHH

COME 
AND  

TRY DAY
SUNDAY 19 MARCH, 10.30-12

ALLARD PARK
DONALD STREET 

BRUNSWICK EAST

BBBBQQ

GGIIVVEEAAWWAAYYSS

AALLLL  
WWEELLCCOOMMEE


